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* ABSTRACT -

A Theological and Ethical Study on the Public Nature of the Church:
Exploring Normative Understanding of Classical Doctrines of the Two
Governments and its Development in Major Paradigms of Modern

Theology

Lee, Chang-Ho

The aim of this paper is to explore the public nature of the Christian church
normatively. In other words, I intend to explicate theologically and ethically norma-
tive features that shape the public nature of the church essentially. In particular, my
inquiry centers around the doctrine of the two governments. The doctrine supposes a
vis-a-vis of church and state(or the spiritual government and the civil government), as
distinct structures belonging to distinct societies, It implies that there is a differ-
entiation of the inner life’s true piety and worship from social behavior and civic
virtue, Given that there exists a distinction between the two governments, complex
relations have been traced in history. What is the relationship between the
‘religious-spiritual’ government and the ‘civil-moral’ government? Is the relationship
between the two necessarily conflicting or antagonistic? If not, is there any room for
the spiritual government’s transforming the secular government? What justifies theo-
logically the identity of the church as a public entity? With these questions in mind,
first of all, T explore normative elements of the church’s public nature in analyzing
the doctrines of the two governments shaped by such classic theologians as
Augustine, Aquinas, Luther and Calvin, Secondly, in investigating major modern
theological paradigms’ understanding of the church’s public nature in terms of the
doctrine of the two governments, I will explicate their continuity with classic
Christian social ethics and explore the way in which they can contribute to enriching
the normative understanding of the church’s public nature, Lastly, I conclude with
several ethical suggestions which are conducive to strengthening the church’s public
nature,

Key words: Public nature of the church, the doctrine of the two governments,
church and state, the church’s public participation, Christian social
ethics
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2008), 48,
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O'Donovan)¥} glE(David Little) S & 4 Stk o] A&EA 7l2dE 9A8eg,

AgHow a8a aejHeR A= A E‘r T A2 o3 2tk Oliver
O'Donovan, The Desire of the Nations: Rediscovering the Roots of Political Theology
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996); David Little, Reformed faith and
religious liberty, Donald K. McKim (ed.), Major Themes in the Reformed Tradition
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1992).
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6) Augustine, The City of God, tr. by Marcus Dods (New York: Random House,
2000), XIV.1,

7) R. A. Markus, Saeculum: History and Society in the Theology of St. Augustine
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989), 59.
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Publishing Company, Inc., 1994), 209-10.
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(Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1996), 25-26.

33) Albrecht Ritschl, The Christian Doctrine of Justification and Reconciliation, tr., by
H. R. MacIntosh and A. B. Maculay (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1900), 30-31,
300-301.
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Faith and the Vitalities of History: A Theological Study Based on the Work of Albrecht
Ritschl (New York: Harper & Row, 1966).
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(Crossroad, 2000), 128,

42) e A

43) Karl Rahner, Nature and grace, Theological Investigations, Vol, 4 (Helicon, 1966),
180.



164 1= &2l 21297

et 94 Gl @ gol= 2lEo] Adushe ‘O] FEAE
ASHOR A& 93t WAE ook sk, TS AR o
ae]ame] el okl AR A 2F e o5 Bt Al
= S8l ARgshe EAR Aolol 7] Wit 2lEe] AlSlEelA T
FE shd Uelehs 2 5 kMl = Alele] FEelu wElE AAsH
LA A FrRithe AoA olFuze] a3 fAlskT
o] FEAE A Ho Sol7t AR AE dalstu
yekz wha7] flal duok ke 2= daj=Re §-
g olell= A=54] ook Wgle] F7ehe
SA= etk e 22 4 vk o shd vt 74
A Aol ofrh shide Eﬁd*—i% Aelel Az BE
= AdEe 1
2 A = %M” vetel el A=
Helsjor dthe 3o 29 etk AY FEA FA FA
27 o el de] BRo7Im ARt FAl¢) 2he] id e
R ed] e B 2 el vk F By Ale] o] At
A o2 Agrolet ofw] AR TRl B Aol of o
93 sHo] Alxpet A TEAel TA FAe A 74

(ERSA > PR A I T 1
%%r&rlrﬁ%
= mEO
éoﬂlﬁmlﬁ'—o‘h{-ﬂ
4N L
rl;ll F‘JUL
= Yoty

fg Lo

2

= Y

ru

A

ol

2

El

ol

ro

_L

L

e
)
b
>
ot
o
-4
r U
o
o
X,
i
o %
- _lZi

2, 715 nEEHFele| 20 ‘w3 Shol' siLtH LIS 0|F 1 MaS sl
Holal

D 34 Tel A e are] A8l 6]

arle] ARl HHola 7S EH I Aot A% Helt

&elol 2AE FA 1L, A= A it FAE dg aelakd] 2



aL3le] T30l B A1 2l " | ]S 165

(canon within canon)©|t},

SYolA w3l dlg ]2 AR A Al (acon) ] UERE©]
o4 T e, wdlE ol ek QoA shudo] o FAlE S
22 4 AL AbgA EA|(social manifestation)©] . 18] A A
o= FUEA EAoln, A bl AR Aol Sl A et FA
2 #HAAM Do, wdle wslol] 33 o] 3T FAlE AXskE tiet
2 FEAelH, slBe]olu e rofoll BF wilehes B Ef ¢
A(body politic) & A &Fsh= 2]214 Q1 AAKdeliberative assembly) S
PheIIeR 0 2B AR AAEA T A7) AL 1R ol
7} HaE FEE wf) ‘AR A G & (social leverage) &2 283k 4= gl
o}, ol gt FXAS A EAS 1 E ), wsle] EA) 5242 w3 ve
A FAGAsEE o] ot} = mlEe] EHatl QIeoF &
u7h s, o] Al At B ol vl s 52 3] s
AGe] FF2kE AlelollA] doprtal Slvke Helth vl o] o] Fg
& A =FE] Aol o|27|7kA] w37t Zhar Sle A} oA 2 w3|vt
AVdE 274 - A Kmanage) dHrhe AZto] Gkt F443 21Q14]

€ e T wgle] Apge] wElE S FAAE AAEE 715

El

44) John Howard Yoder, The Politics of Jesus: Vicit Agnus Noster, 2" Ed, (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1994), 242,

45) John Howard Yoder, The Christian Witness to the State (Newton, Kan.: Faith and
Life Press, 1964), 9.

46) #1¢] A, 18,
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