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* ABSTRACT -

A Reformed Theological Proposal for the Recovery of Economy of Care

Kim, Ho-Yeon

Modernity has overestimated subjectivity and rationality of human beings. By
doing so, it has forgotten God in its memories and lost its faith in God. It entails
the loss of the sense of integrity and responsibility before God, which has been an
important Christian ethical value for the divine economy, the economy of care in
another word. The modern political economy has concentrated on this visible and
material world so that it has neglected the qualitative value of life, These are the
deserved consequences of modernity resulting in the contemporary political eco-
nomic problems,

How have these consequences been developed? What are their main problems
in the Christian ethical sense? What serves the Christian theology have to act for the
recovery of economy of care as the good economy in God's created order? In this
essay, I will briefly trace the course of modernity's losing the Christian ethical val-
ues with its metastasis to modern political economy. And so, I will consummate the
five implications for the recovery of economy derived from the recent ethical, so-
ciological, and theological discussions. Lastly, I will present a Reformed theological
proposal for the recovery of an economy as an outcome of these researches.

I hope that this study will contribute to the recovery of a current economy by re-
habilitating the lost values of modernity, which have been passed on through the
Christian faith. They are the faith in God, the sense of integrity and responsibility
before God, and the qualitative value of life, We will retrieve the current economy
with these values, which lead to the ethics of integrity and responsibility of life be-
fore the presence of God and the recognition of the eschatological dimension of
economic life with the divine capitals that the church will develop and interpret for

the socioeconomic recovery in our age.

Key words: Economy of Care, Reformed Theology, Integrity and Responsibility,
Eschatological Dimension, Cooperative Perspective
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1) Max Horkheimer and Theodor W. Adorno, Dialectic of Enlightenment, trans,
Edmund Jephcott (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2002), 1.
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I TeW o] A FApd= A2

el GugAs SAANE A A2 A9 7 AA 32
o igitka & = gtk AL Afole] FAAS A=A 0148k A
Agon uehd 2 27) ARSI Se] 29 AR o]E )] Fu
AR A S gAHA BAd] AjQlSe] PelS HEE At
A2 &d el filth
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of ARBIEAE fAIE A dEe] e st A4 Os ¥

doZ & gl ofugt /YA EYE S8k @2owa sisith
Z3(John Locke)E F29H= & RHIE I7R= 71919 A9} Bl
Sigleh=t] BRIk dhthar oItk o]d TN 1= A EHE
AABIACE, 2= Q1] A, =] AT WA HEE
BITh ) webA e 2l AT, RIFA ARIALS] Fe] o] FAARE

4) Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, ed. Richard Tuck, revised student edition
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996).

5) /A2 2utelold Leviathan ©lgkE 71AA, §84 X717 LRI} H

6) Cf. Hobbes, Leviathan, chapter 26, 183-200.

7) John Locke, "The Second Treatise of Government," in Two Treatises of Government,

ed. Peter Laslett, student edition (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1988),
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11.13.155: 370-371.

8) Ibid., 11.14.164: 377.

9) Jean-Jacques Rousseau, "A Discourse on the Origin of Inequality," in The Social
Contract and the Discourses, trans. G. D, H. Cole (New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
1993).

10) Ibid.

11) Cf. Rousseau, "The Social Contract," in The Social Contract and the Discourses,
1.6: 190-191, III.1: 227-232.
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12) 7] A4 9] Qb FAeln 7FEAl EAIR B AL o ALH ol 715w
2 QIZFHelt}, Cf. Augustine, City of God, Trans, Henry Bettenson (London:
Penguin Books, 2003), XII.22: 502-503. F4E ‘85 4Aks A7) J43 By
e gutejRle] mAdgh Aajel Fol B4 e Slo] el LSS AAE
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in The Social Contract and the Discourses, 1.6: 190-191), ©17]A] dHle|x]E shide]
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16) Reinhold Niebuhr, The Nature and Destiny of Man: A Christian Interpretation, 2
vols, (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 1996).
17) Karl Marx, "Economic and Philosophic Manuscript of 1844," in The Marx-Engels
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18) Michael Novak, The Spirit of Democratic Capitalism (New York: Madison Books,

1991). o] gk ZAA|olA] folo| A7} =3k AlBlelxfe] A|2e] ALg BAIE ol 4

0tk Cf. Hayek, "The Use of Knowledge in Society," The American Economic

Review 35, no. 4 (September 1945): 519-30.

Karl Polanyi, The Great Transformation: The Political and Economic Origins of Our

Time (Boston: Beacon, 1944).
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24) Herman E. Daly and John B. Cobb, Jr., For the Common Good: Redirecting the
Economy toward Community, the Environment, and a Sustainable Future, 2nd ed.
(Boston: Beacon Press, 1994), 7-8/390-391,

25
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Nancy Folbre, The Invisible Heart: Economics and Family Values (New York: The
New Press, 2001),

H. Richard Niebuhr, The Meaning of Revelation (1941; reprint, Louisville, KY:
Westminster John Knox, 2006), 19| Az} AZR The Social Sources of
Denominationalism (New York: Henry Holt, 1929) ¢} The Kingdom of God in
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