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* ABSTRACT -

A Problems of Energy Policy and Christian Ethics

- Focusing on the Nuclear Explosion in Fukushima -

Ko, Jye Gil

The Fukushima nuclear explosion served as a catalyst in the reevaluation of
nuclear energy worldwide. After the explosion, governments in European coun-
tries such as Germany, Switzerland, and Italy announced their decision to stop or
reduce their use of nuclear energy. Grounds for these changes in energy policies
were found in environmental friendliness, economical advantages, and safety is-
sues for countries with nuclear energy that did not receive high scores. The
German government announced that by 2022, they will shut down all working
nuclear plants, replacing them with alternative environmentally friendly energy
sources. The Protestant Church in Germany spoke of the importance of denucle-
arization in both communal and personal level., Furthermore, the churches in
Germany emphasized the need for alternative energy sources through church
events and public hearings. Unfortunately, in contrast to these changes in inter-
national policies, no changes could be found in South Korea. In the perspective
of Christian ethics, nuclear energy is related to three important theological
themes: Preservation of Creation, Technical Utopia, and Christian Ethics &
Responsibility for the Next Generation. Looking from such perspective, nuclear
energy holds a number of problems. Christian Ethics acknowledges that nuclear
energy is practical. However, such advantages cannot serve as an excuse for the
problems derived from nuclear energy. The government energy policy must both
reduce its use of nuclear energy and at the same time focus on the development
of alternative energy sources. The churches in South Korea must serve a positive

role in this process of creating a social common good.

Key words: Fukushima, Energy Policy, Alternative energy, Christian Ethics,
Responsibility
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