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* ABSTRACT -

Atonement and Ethics: A Critical Review on Denny Weaver’s Criticism
on Satisfaction Atonement and Joanne Brown’s “Divine Child Abuse”

Theme

Park, Jae-Eun

The purpose of this study is to seek a proper answer about whether J. Denny
Weaver's criticism on satisfaction atonement and Joanne Carlson Brown’s “Divine
Child Abuse” theme in the atonement is an ethically and theologically sound
argument, Weaver and Brown think that the doctrine of atonement (specifically,
the satisfaction and penal substitution theory) does permit a separation of theol-
ogy and ethics. Weaver holds that since the satisfaction theory merely focuses on
“ahistorical” or “abstract” aspects of atonement, it does not address believers’ real
moral life. According to Brown, the atonement image in the penal substitution
theory has a horrible image of “divine child abuse” and therefore, should be re-
garded as immoral, However, through this study, it will finally be shown that
their arguments are ethically and theologically problematic, for (1) Weaver and
Brown both confuse the scope of the atonement ethics; (2) Brown not only con-
fuses the object and subject-matter of the atonement ethics, but also tends to ne-
glect or misunderstand the notion of divine intentionality in the atonement; and
(3) Weaver fails to see both aspects of atonement (i.e., objective and subjective)

with a balanced view.

Key words: Atonement, Ethics, J. Denny Weaver, Criticism on Satisfaction
Atonement, Joanne Carlson Brown, Divine Child Abuse
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42) Weaver, “Pacifism and Soteriology,” 53.
43) Brown, ‘For God So Loved the World?,” 4,
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44) Henry Stob, Ethical Reflections: Essays on Moral Themes (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1978), 134-143,

45) Gregory Jones, Embodying Forgiveness: A Theological Analysis (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1995), 3-91.

46) Calvin, Institutes, 111 ii,24; 11 xii,1; II.xiv.3; III.xxiv.,5,

47) Karl Barth, Church Dogmatics, 1V/1 (Peabody: Hendrickson Publishers, 2010), 254.
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we] AAE DA 71Sn2TE AR E A=A o] FoIAA dr,
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48) John Murray, Principles of Conduct: Aspects of Biblical Ethics(Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1957), 202.
49) 919l &, 202-228.
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Thomas Baldwin (New York Cambridge University Press, 1993), 54. EASEIES
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55) Brown, ‘Divine Child Abuse?,” 25.

56) 919 2, 27-28,

57) Margo G. Houts, “Atonement and Abuse: An Alternate View,” Daughters of Sarah
18 (Summer 1992): 30.

58) Houts, ‘Atonement and Abuse,” 29,

59) Richard J. Mouw, “Violence and the Atonement,” in Must Christianity Be Violent?:
Reflections on History, Practice, and Theology, ed. Kenneth R, Chase and Alan
Jacobs (Grand Rapids: Brazos Press, 2003), 168.
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60) Mouw, “Violence and the Atonement,” 167-168,

61) John R, W. Stott, The Cross of Christ (Downers Grove: IVP, 1986), 151, & E=gjo|H]
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Sykes, “Sacrifice in the New Testament and Christian Theology,” in Sacrifice, ed.
M. F. C. Bourdillon and Meyer Fortes (London: Academic Press, 1980), 74-77.
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62) Houts, “Atonement and Abuse,” 30.

63) Stott, The Cross of Christ, 150-151.

64) 9] 2, 159-160(42E H7HEAD).

65) Lofthouse, Ethics and Atonement, 289-298
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67) Weaver, The Nonviolent Atonement, 210-224.

68) Weaver, “Pacifism and Soteriology,” 53.

69) #9l =2, sd(dEE A7),

70) Gustaf Aulén, Christus Victor: An Historical Study of the Three Main Types of the
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71) Cf. Peter Abelard, Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans, trans. Steven R.
Cartwright (Washington: Catholic University of America Press, 2011),
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Today,” in What is Justification About?: Reformed Contributions to an Ecumenical
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Theme, eds. Michael Weinrich and John P. Burgess (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
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