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* ABSTRACT -

Porosity of Being, the Boundary of Ethical Persons: Regarding
Bonhoeffer’s and Ryu Yong-mo’s thoughts

Baik, Soyoung

This article raises an academic question about the possibility of building re-
sponsible communities, which are composed of autonomous and communicating
subjects, Through comparative reading of Bonhoeffer's concept of “collective per-
sons” and Ryu ydng-mo’s “élna(spiritual self),” this study aims at suggesting an
ontological foundation of a porous self, which leads humans to overcome nation-
alistic collectivism and individualistic subjectivism as well. Both Bonhoeffer and
Ryu proclaim that humans possess ontological capability of communicating with
God (“Allperson” in Bonhoeffer’s and “Olna” in Ryu’s use of the term) and also
with neighbors, The social/communitarian dimension of human beings, accord-
ing to them, enables humans not to extend selfish power over their neigh-
bors(“the mechanism of empires” in Ryu’s use of the term) and furthermore to
nurture their will to become “persons for others.” The formation of communi-
tarian-responsible self is possible only when the self encounters Christ, the tran-
scending and holistic power of ground of all beings but at the same time entering
the center of each individuals and communities, insist both Bonhoeffer and Ryu.
Just as breathing requires inhaling and exhaling as well, the self needs con-
tinuous practice of receiving Christ into the center of the self and of dispensing
God-given wisdom, spirit, and personality in the process of constructing concrete
and historical communities which participate in the universality of God. This
study pinpoints in conclusion that Bonhoeffer's concept of “collective persons”
and Ryu ydng-mo’s “6/na” provides the possibility of constructing volitional com-
munity composed of ‘porous’ selves, alternative to calculative gatherings of selfish

selves in our contemporary Neo-liberal society.



Key words: porosity of being, ethical persons, collective personality,
olna(spiritual self), ssial(common-communitarian self), community
of will, ethic of formation
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