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* ABSTRACT -

A Christian Ethical Understanding of Social Happiness in an Era of
Super-Aged Society

Lee, Sang Hoon

This paper seeks to approach the challenges of the super-aged society from
the perspective of happiness for sustainability of era of Homo hundred and also
attempts to find solutions to its related problems in enhancing happiness index
by securing social happiness. For this purpose this study puts emphasis on the
need of securing social elements or aspects of human life and happiness, Above
all super-aged society highlights the importance of, and brings attention to, social
elements due to decline or absence of human relationship and community life
and (greatly) reduced social activities and public roles, It means there is a sig-
nificant limit in recognition of super-aged society issue and the effort to find its
solutions and an understanding of happiness, all of which solely depend on ob-
jective aspects of happiness such as income and health. In contrast, social aspects
of human life exemplified in community participation, relationship, and activities
are much needed in super-aged society and also instrumental in promoting both
individual and social happiness. In this sense, we can find a way to deal with
demographic crisis stemmed from super-aged society when social aspects of hap-
piness are widely recognized and pursued. In order to find its theoretical founda-
tion, this study selectively tries to explore the concepts of caritas(love of God)
and covenant from a Christian ethical perspective, The discussion of caritas and
covenant comes to remind a new understanding of life cycle and as a result offers
persuasive principles and contents for the so-called “the third age” and/or “the

second life” that will be dedicated to securing social aspects of happiness.

Key words: super-aged society, social happiness, life cycle, social capital,
caritas, covenant
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