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* ABSTRACT -

An Ethical Introspection on Korean Journalism’s

Incredibility and its Alternative Efforts

Park, Jong-kyunn

In this study I argue that the phenomena of journalistic incredibility in this so-
ciety are deeply related to the crisis of democracy the crisis of our democracy,
and suggest the normative aspects that journalism should not evade in order to
strengthen this vulnerable democratic situation. Preferentially, this study under-
stands the concept of J, Habermas “public sphere”(Offentlichkeit) from the per-
spective of journalism and considers the trust-loss of journalism in the context of
the collapse of public sphere, The incredibility of journalism needs to be viewed
in the association of the social context of what is called democracy. So this re-
search examines the brief history of the collapse of public sphere of journalism in
the course of the development of Korean democratization., And then this study
deliberates normatively how to secure the public sphere for the purpose of credi-
bility of Korean journalism. To the end, this study pays attention to ‘right’ ethic
and ‘good’ ethic, The former shows us how journalism should do its roles for de-
mocracy, while the latter tells us what journalism does. The right journalism puts
more importance on procedural justice in the formation of the public sphere,
while the good journalism does much gravity onto the performance of public vir-
tue for the society, Based on the norms of ‘right’ and ‘good’, this research con-
tinues to come up with some practical ways for the recovery of public sphers. In
other words, Korean journalistic credibility by the way that we surveys the theory

of Habermas' public sphere and alternative journalism’s public sphere respectively.

Key words: Journalism, Incredibility, Habermas, Public Sphere, Alternative
Journalism,
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Habermas, Strukturwandel der Offentlickeit: Untersuchungen zu einer Kategorie der

biirgerlichen Gesellschaft (Frankfurt: Suhrkamp Verlag, 1962), 92
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