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* ABSTRACT -

A Study of the Ontological Adventure of Emmanuel Levinas

Seong, ShinHyung

This research delves into the ‘ontological adventure’ which is initiated by
Emmanuel Levinas as his ethical foundation. This paper searches Levinas’ works
from his early to the latest in order to track this adventure, Levinas started this ad-
venture as he wondered the limitation of the Western Philosophy which is found-
ed on ontology, and he focused on the differences between of existence and
existents, He concentrated on the phenomenological meaning of the Other’s face
and human relation. As humanity meets the face, he or she can listen to the peti-
tion of the face. This leads them to experience the Infinity. Through this experi-
ence, humanity realizes the significance of subjectivity which is based on the
identity of selthood rather than that of sameness. At this moment, the subject ex-
perience a completely new dimension of being, called, ‘substitution,” Finally, the
subject formulates the ‘ethical subjectivity’ who is responsible of the petition of
the other. Thus, this research paper studies the ethical foundation of Levinas
which is based on the conception of responsibility as this pursuits the ontological

adventure,

Key words: Emmanuel Levinas, Ontological Adventure, Responsibility,
Proximity, Substitution
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1) Emmanuel Levinas, The Levinas Reader, ed. Sean Hand (Oxford: Blackwell
Publishing, 1989), 2.
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= gulgse] EA)s) BAel Tl o]oh e AMge] FAlo] o] Ae]
A1 glexd] dala naele Aol Hiold).

Ylze] a9l Alme] 8 ) @ Foke FAolA FA
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Al #A 12]a Alote} BTkl FA o tigh HEHA AMGE WHAIA
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TS AlEsiieh, 27k vl ©oldl EAN(THAR], Dasein)d) < HEE
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= Adqgdria v|HetHA $A] FA RS thE AR BRI gk
Zfote] et Fgolgtal FsIIThY 53] slolvlAe 49 I

(empathy)®] A& ARSI EAEL TANART. & TR

2) Colin Davis, “Phenomenology,” in Levinas - An Introduction (Notre Dame:
University of Notre Dame Press, 1996), 10-16.

3) EY Dae A7(there) F AAE St Seind "EAll(being) & 2|73} Slo]
H77} Apde] ool ARgstar 9l EAl(Dasein)2he TolE AlAl Sl Sl EA)
U5 L3k Floltk

4) d¥]y2, “Phenomenology,” 14-17.
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o3lo] Aol AAFo 7}t A== & FHolgtau 77 wielt),
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5) =Yol MitZ FA(with) S S8t

6) “Phenomenology,” 25-30.

7) Ibid., 30-33.

8) ‘”“]—r"" gHlubz, 72t o, TR Bl (M 2ellERAL 1996), 2Rt TERD
o d= - gHvhxe] Hsl, (7‘13 Fehh R AJAL 2005). 12]3l Emmanuel Levinas,
“Substitution,” in Basic Philosophical Writings, 86 %% X}
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9) A3, “EERH Ao EEA Zlojo| e 7| Em AdaelA 2 - gHhtae]
ERRte] &gk FAlo®) Tl (447, 2012), 195-196,, 28|24t A9l
o290 &2 - #Huzo] feld FA ) 814, 2004, o171 SE17F
Azl Holof & A& &2, BY, FA|, 1281 Alolgles fojEelth ddez &Y
I} fle 2L uR 2o7)E T u|R 2o]7|% ) HEuak 19
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o ARl deR #eE ARSIt dH Z2 o] R ARSI ® sislth 53]
gHues AY Ho g &5 Fdsketl, 19 A PR F-eh(Totality
and Infinity)<S HH &8 (ethics) 9t =G4 Morality) ("R T3y (Totality and
Infinity), 304%)0lehe @ol& 22 /Mg A8s7|e ok wgh gH|vhzof|
Ae1x A (identity) 3 Al (subjectivity) 2he 7@ o] F23H|, Apoksel)7F A
= WA He 3N T R AL AR du shvbe B9
(sameness)2] A (identity) 0] 3L Th2 Sl T34 (selthood) 2] |/ doltt, |
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= BalA &EA ARS 7E FAR HAT A et of o] o]
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Adriaan Peperzak, Simon Critchley, and Robert Bernasconi (Bloomington and
Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 1990), 2.

11) Emmanuel Levinas, “Nameless,” in Proper Names, trans, Michael B, Smith
(Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1996), 119.

12) Ibid., 3-6.
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14) Emmanuel Levinas, Totality and Infinity, trans. Alphonso Lingis (Pittsburgh:
Duquesne University Press, 1969), 46

15) Emmanuel Levinas, ‘Nameless,” in Proper Names, 7.

16) FEX 08 3 o dxelie] only (K& EEEWAL 1987), REE o3
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17) Emmanuel Levinas, “Nameless,” in Proper Names, 8., Z12]1l, Adriaan Peperzak,
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To the Other - An Introduction to the Philosophy of Emmanuel Levinas (West
Lafayette: Purdue University Press, 1993), 59.
18) Y|y, “Is Ontology Fundamental,” 9-10,
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19) Bernhard Waldenfels, “Levinas and the face of the other,” in The Cambridge
Companion to Levinas, ed., Simon Critchley and Robert Bernasconi, (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2002), 66.

20) Emmanuel Levinas, Totality and Infinity, trans. Alphonso Lingis (Pittsburgh:
Duquesne University Press, 1969), 66-67.

21) Michael L. Morgan, Discovering Levinas (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2007), 72.
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24) Ibid., 198-200.
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