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* ABSTRACT -

Mythic Fantasy as a Public Virtual Reality:
Tolkien’s Conflict Muthos and Ethical Experience

Park, Hyung-Chul - Moon, Young-Bin(Seoul Women's University)

This paper explores the public function of mythic fantasy that has recently at-
tracted enormous public attention in the form(s) of novel and/or film, Mythic fan-
tasy, due to its powerful influence on the mass, could significantly contribute to
disseminating religioethical values in the public sphere, We suggest a new con-
ception of mythic fantasy as a Public Virtual Reality (VR) Medium in which partic-
ipants can experience its fantasy world as if a real/actual world through imagi-
native immersion and interaction, This conception adapts, in the theoretical frame
of Extended Virtual Reality, most notably Martha Nussbaum’s notion of Poetic
Justice that highlights the ethical function of novel as the public imagination es-
sential for facilitating moral capabilities such as empathy. In the mythic fantasy VR
world, participants are able to explore and simulate diverse ethical options pleas-
urably without constraints or risks by projecting themselves affectively via im-
mersive interaction into countless specific virtual situations it offers. That is, myth-
ic fantasy provides an effective public platform that facilitates ethical thought ex-
periments as well as affective praxis experiments by significantly extending reli-
gioethical experience in the VR space. Based on this theoretical frame, we exam-
ine a most influential contemporary mythic fantasy, which is Tolkin’s, as a Public
VR Medium for the dissemination and practice of Christian ethics, focusing on its
three levels of conflict muthos/plot: mythico-historical, sociopolitical, and in-
dividual/existential. This consideration respectively explores the historical mean-
ing of evil, the meaning of social justice, and the meaning of a good or eudai-

monic life,

Key words: Fantasy, Public Virtual Reality, Ethical Experience, Empathy,
Nussbaum, Muthos, Tolkien
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1) ‘AvpHsko| e =9 Z+= Gordon Graham, The Re-Enchantment of the World: Art
versus Religion (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007); Joshua Landy and Michael
Saler, eds., The Re-Enchantment of the World: Secular Magic in a Rational Age
(Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2009) =2,
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= 5] AT oA ek B2 AFe /M) SAEA) ookl e
@Y oM AF & ABER 54 AN () 929 F Urke S

6) FHRE, ool A 32,

7) FeHRE, ool A 104,

8) Fuky, el A 105, “F, Q17| AMEAC vig E53 Al Aoz RE FHR
Ao zo] SUETFsAel gk I, AlAICA ZARelAl doluhs P52 vl-¢- Fas)
The 914, agla 4kollA dofve ARIES vl 7iuy 714 $-&<] 2oy
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Mark Johnson, Morality for Humans: Ethical Understanding from the Perspective of
Cognitive Science (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2014). w+2l4 Foke] A3}
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Bourdieu, Outline of a Theory of Practice, trans. Richard Nice (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1977), 78-95.

1) GAE =l G, AR, Fa, M) 406 FE

10

=



176 1= &2l 2138y
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12) Pierre Levy, Becoming Virtual: Reality in the Digital Age, trans, Robert Bononno
(New York: Plenum Trade, 1998), chs. 1-3.

13) 7P3Ed B8 88 S EX1F daAee] TR 29 e A7 R
= Marie-Laure Ryan, Narrative as Virtual Reality: Immersion and Interactivity in
Literature and Electronic Media (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2001)
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14) Marshall McLuhan, Understanding Media: The Extension of Man, critical ed.
Terrence Gordon (Corte Madera, CA: Gingko, 2003).
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16) Cf. TGN o], FwAE, ofull” 227-60; Brian Boyd, On the Origin of Stories:
Evolution, Cognition, and Fiction (Cambridge, MA: Belknap, Harvard University
Press, 2009).
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YAe SAEE B0 153 Bale] el 2 AL 73, )8 Qo] 2ol
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