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* ABSTRACT -

Self-Help as Economic Ethics of Protestant Missionaries in Colonial

Korea

Lee, Byongsung (Professional Researcher, Institute of Christianity and Korean
Culture, Yonsei University)

This article examines the Protestant missionaries’ view on capitalist values dur-
ing the Japanese colonial period and analyzes their economic ethics that they
taught and emphasized to Koreans. In the Japanese colonial era, the capitalist
system in Korea slowly but incrementally expanded though the colonial economy
of Korea was extremely subordinated to the Japanese Empire. Protestant mis-
sionaries believed that it was their “duty” and “responsibility” as Christian mis-
sionaries to help and train Koreans to adapt to the modern economic system.
Self-help was central to the economic ethics of Protestant missionaries.
Missionaries had played an important role in spreading modern economic norms
and values and in creating capitalistic human beings by nurturing economic eth-
ics, whose core element was self-help ethics. The self-help ethics of missionaries
were closely related to the colonial self-help ethics expressed as “self-reliance,” a
colonial policy carried out by the colonial government in the 1930s. Protestant
missionaries played an important role in the formation of capitalist modernity in
Korea by spreading self-help ethics. This is a feature of Christian modernity in

colonial Korea,

Key words: Missionaries, Self-Help, Economic Ethics, Capitalism, Christianity,
Modernity
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