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* ABSTRACT -

A Study of the Biblical Meaning and the Christian Social Ethical

Interpretation of Forgiveness

Assistant Prof. Seong, ShinHyung (Main Author, Soongsil Univeristy)
Prof. Kim, Seon-wook (Corresponding Author, Soongsil University)

This study examines the Christian ethical meaning of forgiveness. This study
delves into the Christian ethical implications of forgiveness, while grasping the
meaning of sin and forgiveness revealed in the Old and New testaments. To this
end, the study develops three points. First, this paper analyzes the meaning of
forgiveness in Old Testament tradition as it deals with the social meaning of for-
giveness based on the law(Torah) and the prophetic tradition. Second, this study
discusses how the social meaning of forgiveness was conveyed through the gos-
pel in the days of Jesus, and through the early church of the Apostle Paul in the
New Testament tradition, Third, this study conducts a Christian ethical inter-
pretation of forgiveness, as it examines the dialectical relationship between love
and justice of Paul Ricoeur, that the ethics of forgiveness are the process of realiz-
ing love and justice. Through this study, forgiveness does not simply mean purs-
ing on the religious dimension for the next world, but pursing on the Christian

ethical dimension through the practice love and justice.

Key words: Forgiveness, Justice, Torah, the Sermon on the Mount, Paul Ricoeur,
Christian Social Ethics
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