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* ABSTRACT -

Study on Changes in Christians’ Understanding of Violence and
Principles for Christianly Response

Lecturer, Lee, Bong-seok (Methodist Theological University)

As the ethics of Christianity undergoes big changes from pacifism to realism in
responding to violence, the just use of violence is said to be “necessity” for main-
taining the order of the world. This paper aims to track causes for changes in
Christians’ understanding of violence. To this end, first, this paper identifies the
causes that differences in epistemological understanding of “correctness” between
divine law and human justice may cause differences in coping with violence.
Second, it confirms through the gospels according to Matthew and Luke that dif-
ferences in historical horizon between the communities may cause differences in
dealing with violence. Lastly, this paper historically examines changes that oc-
curred in Christianity concerning its response to violence. Thus, the paper dis-
cusses the unrestrained justice of God and presents how to build “synthetic eth-

ics” that addresses the issue of violence without siding with one side,

Key words: Holistic Ethics, Imitation of God, Just-war Theory, Nonresistance,
Pacifism
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