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* ABSTRACT -

North Korean Defectors and Korean Protestant Churches: Towards an

Ethical Hospitality

Rev., Hong, Chang-Hyun(Yeahyang Church)

This paper analyzes and critiques the relationship between North Korean de-
fectors and Korean Protestant churches through Emmanuel Levinas’ philosophical
lens. The representative five denominations are examined on their role in the re-
lationship with the defectors. The article argues that the churches, regardless of
denominations, perceive the defectors in a church-centered perspective which
brings otherization and polarization of the defectors, The defectors’ being and ac-
tions are captured into the dominant narrative of the churches and utilized for the
sake of the churches, Levinas philosophical idea ‘hospitality’ is suggested as a
way to exile from the limitations of a church-centric attitude, Following Levinas’
idea, the churches’ hospitality becomes not only welcoming the defectors’ sub-
jectivity but also a political struggle to emancipate the defectors from the gaze of

abhorrence and oppressed social structure of the South.,

Key words: Emmanuel Levinas, North Korean Defectors, Korean Protestant
Churches, Otherization, Ethical Hospitality
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3) Emmanuel Levinas, Totality and Infinity, trans. Alphonso Lingis (Dordrecht:
Kluwer Academic Publishers, 1991), 122-23.
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