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* ABSTRACT -

The Concept and Legal Ethical Implications of Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s

Civil Courage

Sungsoo Kim(Lecturer, Seoul Theological University)

This study aims to analyze the concept of civil courage of Dietrich Bonhoefter
and to show its legal, ethical implications. For Bonhoeffer, this term means an at-
titude that is resistant to authority and the realization of free responsibility. On
this basis, he focused on political resistance. At the same time, criticism of the
law and concrete action for its improvement was attempted, Bonhoeffer's theo-
ries and movements provide a perspective that civil courage must be im-
plemented in the political and legal fields. Bonhoeffer's approach explains the
theological basis of civil courage and establishes the criterion and orientation for
theological, legal ethics. The implementation of the Christian based on his idea
can promote the realization of civil courage in society and then contribute to the

development of democracy and the rule of law.,

Key words: Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Citizenship, Civil Courage, Social Ethics, Legal
Ethics, Responsibility
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