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* ABSTRACT -

Theological Significance of ‘Ethical Martyrdom’ in Schillebeeckx’s
Theology

Researcher., Kwon Youngpa (Sogang University)

Schillebeeckx’s idea of the ‘anonymous Christian’ accounts for those who co-
operate with God’s universal salvific will even though they do not apprehend it
explicitly. In this connection, as a force to resist injustice and suffering, ‘critical
negativity’ connotes both political and mystical meaning. In Schillebeeckx’s theol-
ogy, salvation is not confined to socio-political liberation. The ‘anthropological
constants, that must be presupposed for understanding human behavior and ex-
istence in his theology, provide a framework for his understanding of salvation.
According to Schillebeeckx, Christian salvation aims at a state in which
‘humanum’ is fully realized by satisfying various condition-physical, mental, so-
cio-political, relational, and spiritual conditions, In this context, ethical martyr-
dom’ means the life of enduring difficulties caused by one’s commitment to pro-
moting humanity, In contrast, ‘Christian religious martyrdom’ refers to a Christian
life of persevering pains and problems due to his effort of realizing God’s will
within an eschatological hope, which has already been realized but has not yet
been completed. Schillebeeckx’s theological concept of ‘ethical martyrdom sug-
gests a social spirituality through which the Christian church can evangelize the
world through an interreligious dialogue and in conjunction with a non-religious

social movement,

Key words: Edward Schillebeeckx, Critical Negativity, Contrast Experience,
Ethical Martyrdom, Social Spirituality
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30) Edward Schillebeeckx, Christ, 725.

31) Edward Schillebeeckx, Christ, 725,
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37) Edward Schillebeeckx, “Prologue:Human God-Talk and God’s Silence” Mary
Catherine Hilkert and Robert Schreiter, eds, The Praxis of the Reign of God. An
Introduction to the Theology of Edward Schillebeeckx (New York: Fordham University
Press, 2002). x.
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40) Edward Schillebeeckx, “Jesus the Prophet’, God Among Us: The Gospel Proclaimed.
(New York: Crossroad, 1983). 44,
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41) Edward Schillebeeckx, God Among Us, (New York: Crossroad, 1983). 161-162,
42) 2@ xe] w2 i thee] I Utk Daniel Speed Thompson, The
language of dissent: Edward Schillebeeckx on the crisis of authority in the Catholic
Church. (University of Notre Dame Press, 2003), Susan A. Ross, “Church and
Sacraments”, The Praxis of the Reign of God: An Introduction to the Theology of
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Edward Schillebeeckx (ed. Mary Catherine Hilkert and Robert J. Schreiter; (New
York, NY: Fordham University Press, 2nd edn, 2002), 133-148.37-58 (37). James
A Wiseman” Schillebeeckx and the Ecclesial Function of Critical Negativity.” The
Thomist: A Speculative Quarterly Review 35.2 (1971): 207-246. Daniel P Thompson,.
“The Church as Sacrament: Schillebeeckx’s Contributions to the Construction of
a Critical Ecclesiology.” Religious Studies and Theology 17.1 (1998): 33-47.
Stephanus van Erp,” ‘Sign and Precursor of God’s Grace for All, Schillebeeckx’s
Ec- clesiology during the Second Vatican Council.” Schillebeeckx and Vatican II,
Date: 2018/02/19-2018/02/19, (Malta, 2018),
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45) Edward Schillebeeckx, Christ, 213,

46) Edward Schillebeeckx, “A Glass of Water for a Fellow Human Being", For the
Sake of God, 62 ¥~ TEE I3 F2A4Q AR BE AL FoE
Shid Aol 583t delgla I3k} o]23t A2 “Justice, Peace and the
Integrity of Creation”, For the Sake of God 150X %= JEPRAT]

Edward Schillebeeckx, Jesus in Our Western Culture- Mysticism, Ehics and Politics,
(London: SCM Press, 1987), 75.

48) ibid., 72.

49) ool &}, Church 1985, 69.
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52) Edward Schillebeeckx, Church, 91-92,
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57) Edward Schillebeeckx, Essays Ongoing Theological Quests, (London: Bloomsbury
T&T Clark, 2014). 45,

58) Edward Schillebeeckx, For the Sake of the Gospel. (New York: Crossroad, 1990)
57.
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