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* ABSTRACT -

How Photography Witnesses Truth:
A Study of Christian Ethics on Photojournalism and Witness

Kim, Sangduk (Adjunct Prof. Myongji Univ.)

Photography has a unique characteristic that captures a moment in the past
and freezes it forever. It plays a crucial role in revealing a truth of an event, along
with its value as historical data. In the context of violent conflict such as the May
18, truth-seeking was most significant., In the process, photographic records
played a critical role in witnessing the truth of the May 18. However, some pho-
tographs such as the images of militia were often used to distort the truth, insist-
ing the May 18 as a riot. This is because a photograph cannot capture the overall
context of an event and reproduce only fragmented time and space, How is “the
truth” found among the truths claimed in many branches? How does a photo-
graph reveal “the truth” among fragmented pieces of truth? This paper examines
the importance of “witness,” maingly drawing upon the concept of “bearing wit-
ness” and journalistic vocation in seeking truth. This argument is also theologi-
cally significant because it can be reverted to the question of “How can
Christianity reveal the truth among the truths spoken by various religions in our
plural society?” Within the stated context, this paper aims to examine the relation-
ship between photography and truth through the concept of “witness” and to dis-

cuss the meaning of the testimony of the church in digital media society.

Key words: Photojournalism, Media Witness, Truth, Public Theology, May 18
Democratization Movement
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Kyung-moon, ed. Contetious Kwangju: the May 18 Uprising in Korea’s Past and
Present (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2003); Choi Jungwoon,
The Gwangju Uprising: the Pivotal Democratic Movement that Changed the History
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William H. Gleysteen Jr., “A Former U.S, Official’'s Perspective on the Kwangju
Uprising,” Luncheon Address, USC-UCLA Conference on Kwangju, Los Angeles:
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17) witness 793} T = v ARES F23812} Barbie Zelizer, Remembering
to Forget: Haulocaust Memory through the Camera’s Eye (Chicago, IL: University
of Chicago Press, 1998); John Durham Peters, “Witnessing  in Media, Culture and
Society, vol.23 (2001), 707-723; Kelly Oliver, “Witnessing and Testimony” in
Paralax, vol, 10 (2004), 78-87; Paul Frosh and Amit Pinchevski, Media Witnessing:
Testimony in the Age of Mass Communication (Basingstoke, England; New York:
Palgrave Macmillan, 2009); Sue Tait, “Bearing Witness, Journalism and Moral
Responsibility” in Media, Culture & Society, vol.33 (2011), 1220-1235; Amy
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19) Peters, “Witnessing”, 708,
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(Oxford; New York, Oxford University Press, 2012), 17-18; Heinz-Dietrich Fischer,
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Publishing, 2011). 754. For details of the interviews, see Howard Tumber and
Frank Webster, Journalists under Fire: Information War and Journalistic Practices
(London; Thousand Oaks: SAGE Publication, 2006).
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