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* ABSTRACT -

Ethical issues of animal assisted activities in social welfare practice

Associate Prof., Kim, Seongho (Korean Bible University)

This study explores the historical exclusion and inclusion of social welfare
practices for non-human animals, and ethical issues related to animal-assisted
activities, With animals proving that they can provide a wide range of benefits to
humans, animals are increasingly being used in various social welfare practices.
However, caution should be exercised against the indiscriminate spread of ani-
mal-mediated therapy driven solely by human interests and demands. In social
welfare practice, which has traditionally been developed based on human wel-
fare, all kinds of animal-assisted activities must start with recognizing animals in
the social welfare code of ethics and make more apparent ethical positions. This
article introduces the history and types of animal-assisted activities after examin-
ing various ethical perspectives on how humans treat animals. Then, the mean-
ing of animal-assisted activities in the social welfare practice is discussed, To
present the rationale for establishing a code of ethics for animal-assisted activities
in social welfare practice, the necessity for ethical operation, the theoretical basis
for ethical operation, and ethical issues related to animal-assisted activities, in-

cluding animal theology or Christian ethical perspective, are considered.

Key words: Social Welfare Ethics, Animal Assisted Activity, Animal Theology,
Animal Welfare, Animal Right, Human Animal Bond
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1) Ryan, Thomas, Animals and Social Work: A Moral Introduction (Houndmills: The
Palgrave Macmillan, 2011). 7-8.
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