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* ABSTRACT -

Criticism on Meritocracy in Korean Society

Lecturer, Shin, Hyedin (Ewha Womans University)

Meritocracy professes an equal society that respects individual merit.
However, Meritocracy has contributed to the mechanism to justify the social hier-
archy of classes. Sociologists concerned about the polarization of class structure
in capitalism criticize that Meritocracy has promoted social inequality with con-
flict and division in society. This article discloses that Meritocracy consists of con-
temporary aristocratic inheritance, justification of democracy, and collusion with
Elitism, This research presents how the term ‘Meritocracy’ is used in various con-
texts of Korean society, It also shows how ‘Merit competency-hierarchy’ and
Neoliberalism have separated Korean middle-class women, This study offers the
position and perspectives in political-economical-social geomorphology of
Korean Society to access and interpret the phenomena through democratic Ideas

and ethical-theological thoughts,

Key words: Meritocracy, Merit Competency-Hierarchy, Neoliberalism, Social
Inequality, Woman
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