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* ABSTRACT -

A Theological Study of ‘Animal Ethics’ in the Old Testament

Assistant Prof., Lee, Keung Jae (Mokwon University)

Christian theology has not only been indifterent to animal welfare and life but
has also had to contend with the popular prejudice that it provides theological
justification for the destruction of ecosystems and the ruthless exploitation of ani-
mals since the Industrial Revolution, With dozens of animal species becoming
extinct every day and ecological space for wildlife being continually destroyed,
we wanted to find out what the Old Testament had to say. The solution which
we ignore is already there in many Old Testament texts.

The core of the ‘animal ethics’ proposed in this study is that God creates hu-
mans and animals to live and multiply, This fact is valid from the time of God's
creation until the end, The wisdom literature of the Old Testament tells us that
the 'righteous' take care of all that animals need to sustain life, The Old
Testament promises rest and flourishing without distinguishing between domes-
ticated animals that benefit humans and wild animals that harm humans. And the
Old Testament never views animals as tools for economic gain, Ultimately,
&animal ethics& in the Old Testament begins with recognizing animals as God’s

creatures and objects for which humans have responsibilities and obligations,

Key words: Animal Ethics, Old Testament, Creation Story, The Story of Noah'’s
Flood, Wild Animals, Domestic Animals, Wisdom Literature
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11) Peter Singer, "3, 319-338.
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C.H.Beck, 2011%), 11715814 FEol Agk QI Fruto] A9 A8k Q141 &

5L 2~
91 & gk,

15

N
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