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* ABSTRACT -

A Christian Political Ethical Study on the Difficult Possibility of
‘Hospitality towards Migrants’ in Sovereign States: Focusing on the

‘Hostility’ and ‘Indifference’ of Korean Conservative Protestantism

Assistant Prof. KIM, Hye-ryung (Ewha Womans University)

The world today faces severe social, political, and international conflicts due
to the cross-border migration of vulnerable individuals, such as foreign migrant
workers and refugees. Despite various reception measures by developed coun-
tries and international efforts, significant breakthroughs in resolving migration is-
sues have not been achieved. This study, in its first part, employs Jacques
Derrida’s theory of hospitality to explore the aporia of the ‘impossibility of uncon-
ditional hospitality’ and the ‘possibility of conditional hospitality.” It further argues
that the core issue of hospitality towards migrants, namely the ‘right to stay, is
obstructed because it must be sanctioned by the ‘sovereign state,” Through this
analysis, the study aims to highlight the necessity for political participation by citi-
zens to improve the conditional laws of hospitality in sovereign states. In the lat-
ter part of the study, the focus shifts to analyzing the national perspectives of
Korean conservative Protestantism to investigate the causes of hostility and indif-
ference towards migrants, This analysis aims to demonstrate that Christian
far-right politics, which aspires to the vision of a ‘Christian nation, inevitably
leans towards a politics of hostility towards foreigners, Meanwhile, it also shows
that evangelicalism, which understands the relationship between church and state
as a pseudo-separation, tends to exhibit indifference towards political actions

aimed at welcoming migrants.

Key words: Migration, foreign migrant workers, refugees, hospitality, Derrida,
Korean conservative Protestantism
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