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* ABSTRACT -

Philosophical Critiques of Modernity and the Possibility of Therapeutic
Theology: Beyond John Milbank’s Appropriation of Augustine

Assistant Prof., Eunyoung Hwang (Sungkyul University)

In examining various philosophical critiques of modernity, this paper analyzes
how John Milbank’s reinterpretation of Augustine’s Two Cities can be developed
into a theological pathological analysis and a therapeutic discourse that critiques
and overcomes the limitations and problems of modern secular reason,
Therapeutic theology analyzes the pathological symptoms of individual and so-
cial values, judgments, desires, emotions, and affections, while promising its own
vision of therapy. In our contemporary context, therapeutic theology must en-
gage with a number of critical discourses of modernity.

Alasdair Maclntyre, Michelle Foucault, and Axel Honneth respectively critique
the pathologies of pluralistic liberalism, power and governmentality, and capital-
ism with different emphases, and offer alternatives of tradition-dependent ration-
ality, the care of the self, and the actualization of reason through conflicts.
Against contemporary pluralistic liberalism, its political and economic systems
and their positive domination, and the dialectics of historical liberation and prog-
ress, John Milbank proposes a counter-ontology of divine giftedness and non-vio-
lent, non-competitive self-giving; a counter-ethic of freedom, equality, and a
sense of community; and a counter-history embodying a divine redemptive
history. This antithetical framework, if complemented by the ambiguity and inter-
mixture of the Two Cities, can capture the dynamics of the therapeutic process of
values, desires, emotions, and affections in the lives of Christians living amidst

contemporary secularity,

Key words: Modernity, Therapy, Pathology, Augustine, the Two Cities
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Verlag, 1958), 16-17.
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4) Martha Nussbaum, The Therapy of Desire: Theory and Practice in Hellenistic Ethics
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2009), 40-45.

5) Pierre Hadot, Philosophy as a Way of Life, trans. Arnold Davidson (Oxford:
Blackwell, 1995), 82-83.

6) John S. Kloppenborg, “James 1: 2-15 and Hellenistic Psychagogy,” Novum
Testamentum 52/1(2010), 37-71.; Laurence L. Welborn, “Paul and Pain: Paul’s
Emotional Therapy in 2 Corinthians 1.1-2.13; 7.5-16 in the Context of Ancient
Psychagogic Literature,” New Testament Studies 57/4(2011), 547-570.

7) Rudolph Arbesmann, “The Concept of Christus Medicus in St. Augustine,” Traditio
10(1954), 1-28.

8) & HE-HPaul Rabbow)E OFF-T2E 2] A 418X SAkste] oA QIzE
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Seelenfiihrung:Methodik der Exerzitien in der Antike, 85-90. Paul R. Kolbet, Augustine
and the Cure of Souls: Revising a Classical Ideal (Notre Dame: University of Notre
Dame Press, 2010), 9. AK312] ZHol| A Huzle] Alela) ARl w8 Aol Fxj e}
AR, PHE 28R (Richard Sorabji) & A Alete] )12 SHdA =5 42]gt
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Emotion and Peace of Mind: From Stoic Agitation to Christian Temptation (Oxford:
Oxford University, 2000). 9-11, 401-417.
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11) Augustinus, De Vera Religione, 3.3.; “On True Religion,” 227, Th2] Aof|A] 918
Augustinus, De Vera Religione, in Migne 1844-64, vol. 34, 121-172; Augustine,
“On True Religion,” in Augustine: Earlier Writings. ed. and trans. J.H.S. Burleigh
(London: SCM Press, 1953). =md¥-L )-8 Zxsel Augustine, De Vera
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12) Augustinus, De Vera Religione, 38.71.; “On True Religion,” 261,

13) Augustinus, De Vera Religione, 45.83.; “On True Religion,” 268-69; Augustinus,
De Vera Religione, 39.72.; “On True Religion,” 262.

14) Augustinus, De Vera Religione, 49.97.; “On True Religion,” 275.

15) Augustinus, De Vera Religione, 46.86.; “On True Religion,” 269-70.
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17) Augustinus, De Vera Religione, 28.51.; “On True Religion,” 250.

18) Augustinus, De Civitate Dei, 14.15.1.; The City of God, 611, THx2] oA &
Augustinus, De Civitate Dei, in Migne 1844-64, vol. 41, 13-804; Augustine, The
City of God against the Pagans, ed. and trans. R. W. Dyson (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1998), =< &2-2- oS Fxslet Augustine, De Civitate Dei, 3
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20) Augustinus, De Civitate Dei, 14.15.2.; The City of God, 613,
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28) 9] A, 337,

29) Alasdair Maclntyre, After Virtue, 3rd ed. (Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame
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