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* ABSTRACT -

A Christian Economic-Ethical Critique of Rentier Capitalism

Research Prof., Jeong, Yong Taek (Hanshin University)

This study critically examines rentier capitalism from the perspective of
Christian economic ethics, Rentier capitalism is a new type of contemporary capi-
talism that makes money just by owning and controlling assets, without doing
any actual work or creating real value, which increases the gap between the rich
and the poor, The study reviews Andrew Sayer’s moral economic critique of rent-
ier capitalism based on the concepts of ‘improperty’ and ‘unearned income’ and
discusses both its significance and limitations, As an alternative, it proposes the
concept of ‘commons,’ theologically justifying it by connecting with Paul’s con-
cept of ‘gift and Minjung theologian Ahn Byung-Mu’s concept of ‘public’ (X,
Gong). In summary, this study highlights that Christian economic ethics need to
address the moral and ethical issues in today’s society by pointing out the prob-
lems of rentier capitalism and offering a different vision for a fair and sustainable

economy.

Key words: Rentier Capitalism, Improperty, Unearned Income, Commons,
Public, Gift
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