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* ABSTRACT -

A study on the digital turn of religion and religiosity in a virtual reality

world

Lecturer, Kim, Seung Hwan (Presbyterian University and Theological Seminary)

This article is a study of the digital turn of religion due to the development of
digital technologies and their expansion into everyday life. In the 21st century,
the act and practice of religion has increasingly moved into the virtual reality
space, and the virtual reality world is becoming a religious space. This paper de-
scribes the characteristics of the transition to digital religion and theologically ex-
amines the emerging issues in digital religion, In particular, ‘transcendence’,
‘hyperconnectedness’, and ‘immorality’ expressed in virtual reality worlds are not
only religious characteristics, but also characteristics of the ‘world beyond’ (the
eternal world). In addition, virtual reality is inhabited by ‘digital beings™ as im-
mortal beings, enabling a ‘cosmic (universal) human community’ through en-
counters and infinite connections that transcend the limits of reality. As such, vir-
tual reality spaces are becoming spaces for the most spiritual and transcendent
encounters and mystical and holy experiences. In virtual reality spaces, modern
people experience being in a holy sanctuary, while creating spiritual networks
through access and connection. While discussions about online churches during
the pandemic were limited to the possibilities of ways and places of worship, re-
cent discussions about the ‘digital transformation of religion” and ‘digital religion’
offer a glimpse into the new forms and possibilities of religion in a digital society.
This paper will discuss religiosity in the digital world by examining the tran-

scendence of religion in virtual reality and how religious practices are unfolding.

Key words: Digital theology, digital religion, virtual reality, online church, Heidi
A. Campbell
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7) Giulia Evolvi, ‘Religion and the Internet: digital religion, (hyper)mediated spaces,
and materiality,” Zeitschrift fiir Religion, Gesellschaft und Politik. 2022(6), 14.

8) Heidi A. Campbell & Ruth Tsuria, ‘Introduction to the Study of Digital Religion,”
Heidi A, Campbell and Ruth Tsuria eds, Digital Religion. (New York: Routledge,
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9) Christopher Helland, “Online Religion/Religion Online and Virtual Communitas,”
Hadden, J. K. and Cowan, D. E. eds, Religion on the Internet. (London: JAL Press,
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o] 2o dAe ]+x4#§ WA 71T EglolE Al sl
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@ GAlolg} & 4= <k, A Aol A4 Aol mHlw ST B
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o7 Holez M Fed FAdN ke BHel] ujRoldt
EE AE Al EAle §A9 42 2 FEivt opn, 24
7Fs 8t &4 (measurable types)2] HlolH HAZ TdE AET 71
& Zlolt}.2n 34 7hsdk F2ol@t JiAIE] A & =24 FEe
¥

AW, 9, 9% 5L FPD oS 2aE LuelSe) Aol

25) Yuval Noah Harari, Homo Deus, (New York: HarperCollins, 2017), 386.

26) Dwight J. Friesen, Thy Kingdom Connected: What the Church Can Learn from
Facebook, the Internet, and Other Networks, (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2009),
55.

27) John Cheney-Lippold, We are Date: Algorithms and the Making of Our Digital Selves,
(New York: New York University Press, 2017), 14.
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19901, W& Q3 HFQ & 24| “The Church Must Learn to Cope with
Computer Culture”l|A 259 FHst= AFUA A Hslol|A w3]=
71eg eRAcR 283 et oA, 71ee] gris Sl 5%
AFEY YA A%(telecommunications)e] ¥Ao] w3e] AwE
Wohe 203 Svio] B 4 9SS AFAL 20104 wiElRh mPE
OW) s mge) A AA )% KA Qe e §
o (Click to Pray) & ZA3Th 7 5] ol ma, o e
ARFE] AAE A% TF Aol w3t AT £ s st
IR G AHEAS] 2 BHE ol FolAl mPe] BUNEE 2
G o] FPsale, e 7176l 2ol 1SS me] FR(AE) 7]
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29) Samuel D. James, Digital Liturgies: Rediscovering Christian Wisdom in an Online
Age, (Wheaton: Crossway, 2023), 8-10.

30) Jonas Kurlberg, A" w3]E 93+ w3y, 215,

31) Stephen D, O'Leary, “Cyberspace as Sacred Space,” 37.
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32) Giulia Evolvi, “Religion and the Internet,” 12,
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AR7L HwA, G F B9t AHE 7HsskAl She(affordance)
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WS Ay v= wARe] ARw 5302} Z2 TiE(Charles
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2= o 22kl FEARE FE w7t S7star Aok 20041 ofnt
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ska itk

TFellA] 2] il 2 7P RS v A QFus| v} 7t
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1000471, 16,26770 3] 7} ol gt 35) AARE S &7} 8wk ol
DB A H o2 ek 2l ot videld it 3t
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33) Wendi Bellar, ‘Rituals: prayer app rituals,” in Heidi A, Campbell and Ruth Tsuria
eds. Digital Religion. (New York: Routledge, 2022), 150-153.
34) Tim Hutchings, Creating Online Church: Ritual, Community and New Media,
(London: Routledge, 2017), 11-12.
35) O]?fd*é, 100705 A ek 2023\ T 7]23] H9 ERIUE, 20233 119
32U https://v.daum. net/v/20231123171514106 (22121 H< 2025, 6. 8).
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36) Kate Ott, Christian Ethics for a Digital Society, (London: Rowman & Littlefield,
2019), 43-44.
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37) Maggi Savin-Baden, Digital Afterlife and the Spiritual Realm, (London: CRC Press,
2022), 5.



316 VIsuAtEael; Al

w7l dAE ARFAAIE ZA 3714 #HelA] et AA F
wol Wiehs WA, A Fueh T ) A 22 FaE
Aol Folt}, txE ]&e] oz 97t & tleiiE 4
AR} 7HHAQI A E A=A RE Bl Z(Britz) & TIAE F1tel|A
T oj738] G Aol ek drge] 218 Folm tRg ojn]x| <} Fsjd]

Mz Gl B3 BAlY BH2 ddeitta FH S =8 7P

=2, ARAIA A GAE 33HE 295

2
{0
F{F
=
B
2
>
ok
&,
fu
£
o)
o

Wide Cemetery, Virtual Memorial Garden, Legacy.com °] 1t}
World Wide Cemetery-= gHHl "Wheh o 4% 43 AR g +4
(100) o7 o]g 71538, Virtual Memorial Gardene & AlO|ER
FH I Uk HZole HHl qio R Tkt A Hek Au| 2Tt Thegt
B gjo] St 9low mle RS} sl gAY Fole
= ARE AlTWE vt 22 7|l o713 2 S5o] Bot
A funeralOneA |2 SAISHE A =E AlFshaA <]

A4S A ‘sefol B AF A4 (drive-through funerals)©]

3o

N

38) K. Britts, “Soul searching: Finding space for the soul in the New Digital Age,”
Image and Text, 2018, 29.
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