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* ABSTRACT -

A Study of Glen H. Stassen’s Peace Ethics

Adjunct Prof., Jong Hwa Kim (Presbyterian University and Theological Seminary)

The persistence of wars and conflicts in the twenty-first century underscores
the continuing urgency of peace ethics in both theory and practice. This study
examines Glen H. Stassen’s peace ethics as an alternative paradigm that tran-
scends both just war theory and pacifism, assessing its theoretical contributions
and practical applications along with its limitations. Grounded in the tradition of
Christian pacifism, the internationalist vision of his father Harold Stassen, and the
ethics of the Bible and Jesus, Stassen advances four core components: just peace-
making, the “ten practices,” transforming initiatives and nonviolent direct action
rooted in the Sermon on the Mount, and incarnational discipleship. These com-
ponents collectively shape concrete and applicable frameworks for peacemaking.

Stassen’s work offers an integrated paradigm uniting justice and peace, system-
atizes historically proven practices, and fosters multi-level networks from in-
dividuals to international institutions, However, it also reflects limitations, includ-
ing insufficient engagement with power politics and structural injustice, the ten-
sion between theological particularity and public universality, insufficient atten-
tion to moral agency, and a Western-centric approach, While providing sig-
nificant insights for contemporary Christian peace ethics, Stassen’s framework re-
quires transformative reinterpretation and reconstruction to address multicultural

realities.

Key words: Glen Stassen, Peace Ethics, Just Peacemaking, Nonviolent Direct
Action, Incarnational Discipleship
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1) Hannah Arendt, On Violence (New York: Harcourt Brace Javanovich, 1970), 3.

2) Eric Hobsbawm, The Age of Extremes: A History of the World, 1914-1991 (New
York: Vintage, 1996), 11.

3) Walter Wink, The Powers That Be: Theology for a New Millennium, 2nd ed. (New
York: Doubleday, 1999), 137.
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5) David P, Gushee and Glen H. Stassen, Kingdom Ethics: Following Jesus in
Contemporary Context, 2nd ed., ¥te] 4, Fshvd v} &2 58] Al AV a,
(A& HlolER, 2024)

6) David P. Gushee and Glen H. Stassen, Kingdom Ethics: Following Jesus in
Contemporary Context, 2nd ed. (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2017), xvi

7) Glen H. Stassen, “Baptist as Peacemakers,” in The Fragmentation of the Church
and Its Unity in Peacemaking, ed. Jeffrey Gros and John D. Rempel (Grand Rapids,
MI: Eerdmans, 2001), 185.

8) Glen H. Stassen, Just Peacemaking: Transforming Initiatives for Justice and Peace
(Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 1992), 37.
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David P. Gushee, “Glen Harold Stassen: Baptist Peacemaker, Global Christian
Ethicist,” Perspectives in Religious Studies 40, no, 2 (2013): 101
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12) Stassen, Just Peacemaking: Transforming Initiatives for Justice and Peace, 97.
13) Gushee, “Glen Harold Stassen,” 102,

14) Stassen, Just Peacemaking: Transforming Initiatives for Justice and Peace, 90,
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