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* ABSTRACT -

ChatGPT and Preaching Ethics in the Anthropocene Era

Senior Researcher, Kim, Heejun (Institute of Humanities, Soongsil University)

This paper examines the ethical considerations of the use of Al like ChatGPT
in sermon preparation and delivery in the Anthropocene era. This article pro-
vides an overview of how ChatGPT works, its strengths and limitations, and the
potential ethical issues that arise when preachers utilize such digital tools. Key
concerns include the risk of plagiarism, loss of authenticity, theological in-
accuracies, and over-dependence on technology at the expense of spiritual
preparation, While acknowledging that Al tools can be a useful aid, this article
argues that faithful preaching requires human elements that Al cannot replicate -
namely, wrestling with Scripture through prayer, engaging with the specific con-
text of a congregation, and employing nuanced theological language. As an alter-
native approach, this study proposes a model of “theological preaching” based on
the work of Stanley Hauerwas, which emphasizes Christ-centered biblical inter-
pretation and narrative rooted in the life of the church, This study concludes that
while ChatGPT presents challenges for preachers, it cannot replace the spiritual
discernment, contextual understanding, and theological acumen required for
meaningful sermon preparation and delivery. Preachers are encouraged to ap-
proach Al tools judiciously while prioritizing their unique role as interpreters of

Scripture for their specific local communities,

Key words: ChatGPT, Al, Anthropocene, Preaching Ethics, Stanley Hauerwas
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AF= AFAT Aot A Q1FAl(Anthropocene)? 8 B2, 91710]
AT Alz=rlel] AdeH o] WskE 7hehs o]l I Al el

Z‘I
A3 Qe QIFAl Al QIZEe] glo] 71 et A7 <] MigkE
Bl FI=she Al71elAt o] Wigte] el A = Wt TRt
HHEE dlolH & 7] 2 #elsh= At 8 A =23]0{(Technosphere)

s} o] 2 Bt &8ske deAleol dee Fedhy ol A

T4 Wzl 385 71-d g doj el (Large Language Model, LLM)=
ZIRko 2 & A E QAFA S (generative AN T 2 W AFA
& AeAIS} 7)e Wsle] &2 2 7REA 7= dxsta glon A
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O

1) Plato. Cratylus, 401d-402a. https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=
Perseus%63Atext%3A1999.01.0172%3Atext%3DCrat. %3Apage%3D401, ZHFTHEY
20259 7€ 134,

2) HHEE 9], FRIRAL Q7] Al (AL U, 2020), 16-21, 26-29, Bl=-] AJE3}
A} 57 2EW(Eugene Stormer)7}F 19801 A3 ARE-EIA|TH o] Yd@d=o] t7]
3keAll 3he A5 H (Paul Crutzen)©] EAX 02 AME317] Al2kgh golot <F 17t
271o] d ARE AR Z2A|(Holocene) Al o] $5 AAshe A2 A DA
BA oM, QRo] XA IS 7IAA| Elof AT &3 A Aol Ay
7170 M-S 2|3t} Frangois Jarrige and Thomas Le Roux, Une histoire
des pollutions a Pdge industriel, trans, Janice Egan and Michael Egan
(Massachusetts: MIT Press, 2020), Z0& &, Tx]9- o] Ak ARAEHE &
TRy (Ag el ZBEE, 2021), 325,

3) A, RAFAL HIIZE B, 49 1, T1F S5 AR 3eE O 2ol delrke
Wy (8 AR, 2024), 122-125. HA Aol E BE 7|E4 QEEY 50

F5AARE Tl AT AiAl =AA R AEeh 2 Akl

= PRl AdE AAE S3i

olRdl(XE= AR d | Large Language Model) $1gA] 52 7]E2] 254

°]

ko

il

3

4) o

U]
Q,

e
¢




362 VIsuAtEEEl; A6

UAE TS AW 44, B A, T4 Y 5T T3 A3

O
o I oIl AR FolA g teftt dAE mEA A
il

O:

i

e Y 7FeAE ok Siek ol2g WA aE Al AR

A A 74 7 o ol Azis A Holx] WA B4
A7)-F9(self-attention) H21e] EAAFEH Rdl(Transformer model) 7]¥ke] Q1
5478 B (neural network) T2E AHSSHE 1BA5S Eavh 227 @A AHS:
She A|FEIGPT) AlE 52 E3F AE A3ATS 7ol St digdoind
3 #FA3 A= S Z2E 4 Uk Jennifer Mugleston, Vuong Hung Truong,
Cindy Kuang, Lungile Sibiya, and Jihwan Myung, “Epistemology in the Age of
Large Language Models,” Knowledge (2025, 5, 3): 1-19, https://doi.org/10.3390/
knowledge5010003; ©] Rdle] gk 7tekst Avfiel AWe thy 7XE 22 ¢
ek e “AFAe, A3 shid F24 duat g 4= ik - vdal w
Paio ol d g Aldes] r1skatisx EAP, TISURE, hips/www,
christiandaily. co kr/news/135353 ?utm_source=chatgpt.com, #H3H&Y 2025 7
2 104, AFAIS EAIT] vhekdt 2ol tisirle thes 3xE & Tt Joana
Varon et al., AI Commons: Nourishing Alternatives to Big Tech Monoculture, (Rio

off

de Janeiro: Coding Rights, 2024), https://codingrights.org/docs/AlICommons. pdf;
Joana Varon, Sasha Costanza-Chock, and Timnit Gebru, “Fostering a Federated
Al Commons Ecosystem,” Coding Rights, last modified July 10, 2025, https://
codingrights, org/docs/Federated_AI_Commons_ecosystem_T20Policybriefing.
pdf.

5) AxY, =32 79% A EHlel AGPT ARE A, TISAE hups:/www.
christiandaily. co. kr/news/123962?utm_source=chatgpt.com. #&HEY 20254 7
9 149,
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A2, “AGPT(ChatGPT) ol T3 A4lsha 29k AGpT Auel gt dwshs
*

[¢)

Sifol mhE A Fjoh S8l tiF o] ANAEA e (Ee3 dHAg
68(2023), 76~105; °|5-%, “AFA T Al &8l #gt A AGPTE FHOZE)
TNE=% 64(2023), 233~257. WA, AAIFES E3hat Axe] Huw 24 7%
o] F2 ‘oo e ‘Al T4 An S YoM HERIAEY Frs =5S
WS ot B vk, sl wedME 93] ofA 7k ¥ Ego] HX] g5 Wyt
o} ARH FE T EXHE & F gle 28T JHE 7B 2oa 2ot 34l
3 A IE7} A5 @2 A hallucination) S D27)E AL Folsok kA%
AFAI T AR, 53] W Zolel| glojA] A& & gl ol vjde dxdt
o ESH AT WEE QIFA T ARGl B Bto] JhAds) Wtk ke Abxsith 53
olel tisiie tha= Beh AEs, 4t AFTBAIE sk sl A3lA
Wb TAlgka)l A3, 69(2020), 743774, )65 3 A=4Q0 &8-S Bl Aoz
FE EHER] %5 sfok gtk e, o] JhEH AREARI F3|Ake] Q1A
FESIE 1 QAL dAoR distE 4 o, o3l o] AmA’] E3|aje} sht
Hoke] wAl, TEla Aw B @gake] Algelet siAdsitt

7) Z8F 4AIEEY) &84 AQdE B4 B VIswA] A TswAE]fEl
50(2021), 45~80.

8) B “Al vs B3|7}: A} 7HE H3]9] Wskel g Ak (AAH, w3]o] &t
7VeAr, HEREY 20249 62 304, 24:15~19, 37:05~06, https://youtu.be/
_ZB2WgXzkjk?si=W8NeMAZyu6_KXwnW,
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9) Mugleston et al., “Epistemology in the Age of Large Language Models,” 3-4;
Andrea Filippo Ferraris, Davide Audrito, Luigi Di Cargo, and Cristina Poncibo,
“The Architecture of Language: Understanding the Mechanics Behind LLMs,”
Cambridge Forum on Al: Law and Governance 1(2025): 1-19,
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10) AATEe] 2% Yoo 494 5 Tkl 7147 olale A% Yol Ed e
4 T} https://help.openai.com/en/articles/8868588-retrieval-augmented-gen-
eration-rag-and-semantic-search-for-gpts?utm_source=chatgpt.com, Z&8&Yd
20251 79 14Y; EE(inference)ol] HalxE theol olg]ZFS a1 & 4 Utk
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= I~
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<= I AE 3} g A/ FAKfew-shot/zero-shot learning) 22
E(HeA] oA 3R By Zhke g A9 o7 A4 7
(instruction tuning)¥} U7t =M 7}F8}lek<(Reinforcement Learning
from Human Feedback, RLHF)S TGl6PH, Rdlo] ALgx}e] o&s ¢ 2+
i, -89 Qb gdol HdET GPT3E At el TR WA
= HAF I, GPT-4& B WA nt=o A QIZE ol 2Ae A3t
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ol Sek A4 715l o]om *Mﬂ 52 2 o4 AT 239
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gt} of7|H EEL LMo 282 oldista Aejat] sl (e FEE A2
22 W), oTeh MsEp 93] e ST, ek U9, 94 23 Se
A7 ska 7] P} oy EFoR UNI|E gt
Ashish Vaswani et al,, “Attention Is All You Need,” Advances in Neural Information
Processing  Systems 30(2017), arXiv:1706.03762v7 [cs.CL] (2 Aug, 2023),
https://arxiv.org/abs/1706.03762.
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-

13

=

14) Tom B. Brown et al., “Language Models Are Few-Shot Learners,” arXiv:
2005.14165v4 [cs.CL] (22 Jul 2020), https://arxiv.org/abs/2005.141065.
15) Danica Dillion, Debanjan Mondal, Niket Tandon, and Kurt Gray, “Al Language

Model Rivals Expert Ethicist in Perceived Moral Expertise,” Scientific Report
15/1(2025): 4084, https://doi.org/10.1038/541598-025-86510-0.
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16) NLLB Team (Marta R, Costa-jussd et al.), “No Language Left Behind: Scaling
Human-Centered Machine Translation,” arXiv:2207.04672 [cs.CL] (11 July, 2022),
https://arxiv, org/abs/2207.04672,

17) Rishi Bommasani et al., “On the Opportunities and Risks of Foundation Models,”
arXiv:2108.07258v3 [cs.LG] (12 Jul 2022), https://arxiv.org/abs/2108.07258; Jason
Wei et al., “Chain-of-Thought Prompting Elicits Reasoning in Large Language
Models,” arXiv:2201,11903v6 [cs.CLl (10 Jan 2023), https://arxiv.org/abs/
2201.11903. HELM< Holistic Evaluation of Language Models ©]t}. Z€lHx=
CRFM(Center for Research on Foundation Models)ol|A] THe REl2  th<gk g3k
W ozl 84, 294, N, P 5 o2l Adlel AEE FPAoE Ble
LM %7} Z 9] 3ack
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18) Joshua Maynez, Shashi Narayan, Bernd Bohnet, and Ryan McDonald “On
Faithfulness and Factuality in Abstractive Summarization.” Proceedings of the 2020
Conference on Empirical Methods in Natural Language Processing (EMNLP), 2020,
1906-1913. https://doi.org/10.18653/v1/2020.emnlp-main.150; Ziwei Ji et al.
“Survey of Hallucination in Natural Language Generation,” ACM Computing Surveys
55/12(2023): 1-38. https://doi,org/10.1145/3571730.
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19) Arthur L. Samuel, “Some Studies in Machine Learning Using the Game of
Checkers,” IBM Journal of Research and Development 3/3(1959): 210229,
https://doi.org/10.1147/rd.33.0210; James Hendler, “Avoiding Another Al
Winter,” IEEE Intelligent Systems 23/2(2008): 2-4. https://doi.org/10,1109/
MIS.2008.31; Gary Marcus, ‘Deep Learning: A Critical Appraisal,” arXiv:1801,
00631 [cs.All (2 January, 2018), https://arxiv.org/abs/1801.00631.

20) Yujie Sun et al., “Al Hallucination: towards a comprehensive classification of
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distorted information in artificial intelligence-generated content,” Humanities and
Social Science Communicatons 11, 1278 (2024), https://doi.org/10.1057/541599-
024-03811-x; Faiz Surani and Daniel E, Ho, “Al on Trial: Legal Models Hallucinate
in 1 out of 6 (or More) Benchmarking Queries,” Stanford HAI, June 13, 2024,
https://hai.stanford, edu/news/ai-trial-legal-models-hallucinate-1-out-6-or-more-
benchmarking-queries?utm_source=chatgpt.com; Charles Rathkopf, “Hallucination,
Reliability, and the Role of Generative Al in Science,” arXiv:2504.08526v1 [cs.CY]
11 Apr 2025, https://www.researchgate net/publication/390749716_Hallucination_
reliability_and_the_role_of generative_Al_in_science.
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source=chatgpt. com. ﬂ%ﬁ—)—’,\‘%_}, 2025\ 79 11?—:3,

23) Pengfei Li, Jianyi Yang, Mohammad A. Islam, and Shaolei Ren, “Making Al Less
‘Thirsty: Uncovering and Addressing the Secret Water Footprint of Al Models,”
arXiv:2304.03271 [cs.LG] (26 Mar, 2025), https://arxiv.org/abs/2304.03271.
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