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* ABSTRACT -

Life Beyond Being: A Critical Reconsideration of Abraham Joshua

Heschel’s Understanding of the Human Person

Ph.D. Student, Lee, Insu(Korea Baptist Theological University Seminary)
Prof., Kim, Kihyun (Korea Baptist Theological University Seminary)

This paper reinterprets Abraham Joshua Heschel's understanding of the human
being through the hermeneutical framework of “life beyond being.” While pre-
vious studies tend to reduce Heschel to a practitioner-oriented ethical thinker,
this study critically argues that his anthropology is grounded in an ontological
structure that precedes practice, “Life beyond being” understands the human not
as a static substance (being), but as engaged in relational and responsive living,
constituting existence through responding to the call of God and the other. The
foundation of this responsiveness lies in the concept of divine pathos, whereby
God deeply engages with human history and suffering. This pathos reflects God’s
living concern for humanity, and human existence is fulfilled through responding
to this divine appeal. This process is concretized in what Heschel calls transitive
concern—a living flow of response that occurs between God and humans, and
between human beings themselves, Heschel's thought does not dichotomize
practice and being, but rather integrates practice as the expression of being.
Based on this perspective, the paper seeks to reestablish the discourse of
Christian social ethics on an ontological foundation, suggesting a new structure
of theological ethics grounded in the existential categories of relation, response,

and responsibility.

Key words: Abraham Joshua Heschel, Life beyond Being, Christian Social
Ethics, Relational Being, Transitive Concern, Divine Pathos
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EAA o g thE AL ©|942] “Abraham Joshua Heschel®] ‘ZA] £]2] 4F o3}
- Glen Stassen®] 5412 ARKE &re] Bdollx-” (Fr=zdelleehsta AAretel=
&, 2022)7} frdsict & {‘-r: o] /8] ATst w7 & Heschel®] AMdS EA1E
A QizF olalle] Bol Z2HEThe Holx A%4S JHBAE, Glen Stassens] A7}
= A1509) 48] TS 8, Heschele] ) AR ) S19) - sl
31 0] 2 A}ES]9] F]uke] B ./F 9l Hr} F49 AskA TEo 2 wAAFITh
HollA 2lolsh AP AT, ghl, B SRS 3o S qkae] 94,
Fan 7b Qln), Al AT Bl £0E Dw Uk T, 2AL WA 72
olaistele 2 ) el B wRel ) A9l dholehe BT ek welely
ES, o, WS s el G9E gl U S 2 e
o] Wit Zol N TAEE AEA WA s, o2 oA AE P2 g
W} e £ ) Belee Aek Adlew AR, 293 @
TrEFolUFe] 22 SoN QRThgel BAL EA), A, WA AL 5
Adelel, 71% F4e] kil B f2)A AR AR 24 olal el 2
Ak olF ol BE Ok A2 1 AA ohleh B4 Sold BgEw
Eehhe 484 T2 Mg, oleld do B o] Wiske EAEA W
olais} ol €4 ALY AWtk wRe<d, T P4 el AAH eloske] A
QA AEm ATl gt gelel Ane o) VIsmAklael A204
(014 257-286; 29, “EXE FH| )% &A Pl VSarkl gl A3
H(2015): 317-348.

3) Abraham Joshua Heschel, The Sabbath (New York: Farrar Straus and Giroux,
1951), "F2(The Sabbath) & w59 b Ug Tegh Thaolu A3 52
et L, AR EAlS] Bl gt oulE Fishe HEA ARtelr), A
S ‘/‘]7} &0] a2 Agolain, B3t Aol 2Fet Ao o] AR 2ol
7FAdra vt It %‘% EAE & F40] o, ARt AstE Sl
AR, QA& 1 AN JLT &Sk TR AAJE o] 2@ AN
QP2 et S| Eo|Lt 715 H G850 EFE oldiske ?‘49%‘—9]7‘4 =35 AN
HoPrh AIRES: 92 AT sl AEA AVIR 71538, It EAle 1 AR
o] A FllA =2dr
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in Search of Man, The Prophets 5 18] A2 53] 217t =A<} shvbd
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4)  Abraham Joshua Heschel, Who Is Man? (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press,
1965); Abraham Joshua Heschel, Man is Not Alone: A Philosophy of Religion (New
York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1951); Abraham Joshua Heschel, God in Search
of Man (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of Amwrica, 1955); Abraham
Joshua Heschel, The Prophets (New York: Harper & Row, 1962).

5) HATTH, “AFREE (being human) 2} ‘BFZ ¥ (right living): AFEEA ] ofn]e} =84
el o7 fAlels} £3]) 24(2005), 139-165.

6) Edward K. Kaplan, “The American Mission of Abraham Joshua Heschel,” in The
Americanization of the Jews, eds. Robert M. Seltzer and Norman J, Cohen (New
York: NYU Press, 1995), 355374,
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7) Susannah Heschel, “Theological Affinities in the Writings of Abraham Joshua
Heschel and Martin Luther King, Jr.,” in Black Zion: African-American Religious
Encounters with Judaism, eds, Yvonne Chireau and Nathaniel Deutsch (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1999), 168-186.

8) 3dlde] "k 'ARES ZH= Shdi(God in Search of Man)olA frolal A5} A
ZRtoll Ax ZHA AR, B = 19 AMES FRH0E oldsly] %t
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9) Heschel, Who Is Man? 69.
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15) Kaplan, “The American Mission of Abraham Joshua Heschel,” 365.
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17) $1¢] =% 356.
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T2, 2008).
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19) Susannah Heschel, “Theological Affinities in the Writings of Abraham Joshua
Heschel and Martin Luther King, Jr.,” 171-172.

20) 919 = 173,
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22) Heschel, Who Is Man? 3.
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23) 919 A 52,
24) Heschel, The Sabbath 3.
25) Heschel, Man is Not Alone 142-143,
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