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* ABSTRACT -

Hate Speech in the Post-Truth Era and Christian Ethical Responses:
Ethical Reflection and Practical Strategies through Speech Act Theory

Research Fellow, Anna Cho (Stellenbosch University)

This article examines hate speech in the post-truth era through the framework
of Speech Act Theory and investigates how Christian ethics can respond to the
performative power of language. Hate utterances, far from being mere emotional
reactions, function as linguistic acts that reproduce social exclusion and moral
disintegration through repetition, naming, and binary opposition. I argue that
Christian ethics must reclaim the performative potential of truth and justice, de-
veloping a language practice that actively intervenes in the structures of public
discourse. Drawing upon both theoretical analysis and contextual examples, this
study demonstrates that Christian ethical discourse should not remain a moral
commentary but become a communicative act that reshapes relationships and re-
stores dignity. Beyond normative critique, it outlines the structural principles and
theological significance of counter-speech as a public practice of faith, articulat-

ing a renewed ethical vision for Christian language in the age of post-truth.

Key words: Post-truth, Speech Act Theory, Hate Speech, Christian Ethics, Public
Theology, Counter-speech
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1) Oxford Dictionaries, “Word of the Year 2016, https://languages.oup.com/word-
of-the-year/2016(2025d 7€ 24 <)

2 ehihd, W7et, “mzcho Sl =l AFAle) el A Ade] Bk AT
RIFARS]21) 12/2 (2021), 673-688.

3) Richard Delgado and Jean Stefancic, Must We Defend Nazis? Hate Speech,
Pornography, and the New First Amendment (New York: NYU Press, 1997), 11-26.
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4) Rae Langton, “Speech Acts and Unspeakable Acts,” Philosophy & Public Affairs
22/4 (1993), 293-330.

5) J. L. Austin, How to Do Things with Words, 2nd ed., ed. J. O. Urmson and Marina
Shisa (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1975).

6) John Searle, Speech Acts: An Essay in the Philosophy of Language (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1969).
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7) Judith Butler, Excitable Speech: A Politics of the Performative (New York: Routledge,
1997).
8) el 2, 4445,
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9) Oxford Dictionaries, “Word of the Year 2016, https://languages.oup.com/word-
of-the-year/2016 (2025'd 79 29 %)
10) Lee Mclntyre, Post-Truth (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2018), 4-10.
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11) J. L. Austin, How to Do Things with Words, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1975),
5-10.

12) John Searle, Speech Acts: An Essay in the Philosophy of Language (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1969), 25-38.

13) 91¢] &, 41-47.

14) Judith Butler, Excitable Speech: A Politics of the Performative (New York: Routledge,
1997), 1-15.
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15) %19 2, 1824,

16) Michel Foucault, The Archaeology of Knowledge and the Discourse on Language (New
York: Pantheon, 1972), 215230,

17) Zeynep Tufekci, Twitter and Tear Gas: The Power and Fragility of Networked Protest
(New Haven: Yale University Press, 2017), 139-153.

18) Richard Sennett, The Fall of Public Man (New York: W, W, Norton, 1992), 261~
278,
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19) Jirgen Habermas, The Theory of Communicative Action, Volume 1: Reason and
the Rationalization of Society, trans. Thomas McCarthy (Boston: Beacon Press,
1984), 285-288,
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20) J. L. Austin, How to Do Things with Words (Cambridge: Harvard University Press,
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21) Judith Butler, Excitable Speech: A Politics of the Performative (New York: Routledge,
1997), 51.
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25) Judith Butler, Excitable Speech: A Politics of the Performative (New York: Routledge,
1997), 132-137.

26) Theodor W. Adorno, Negative Dialectics, trans, E. B, Ashton (New York:
Continuum, 1973), 253254,
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27) J. L. Austin, How to Do Things with Words (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1975),
5-10,

28) Kevin J. Vanhoozer, The Drama of Doctrine: A Canonical-Linguistic Approach to
Christian Theology (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2005), 4249, 305~
317.
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