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* ABSTRACT -

Theological and Ethical Positions on the Relationship between Humans
and Nature in the Context of the Ecological Crisis: From the
perspectives of John B. Cobb’s Process Theology and the Tao in the
Tao Te Ching

Associate Prof., Park, Sam Kyung (Seoul Theological University)

This article examines theological and ethical perspectives on the human—na-
ture relationship in the context of the ecological crisis, drawing on John Cobb’s
process theology and the concept of the Tao in the Tao Te Ching. Cobb under-
stands God as a personal being who engages the world through persuasion,
while the Tao is viewed as the impersonal source and ordering principle of all
things.

Despite this difference, both perspectives emphasize the organic interconnect-
edness and interdependence of humans and nature. They suggest that ecological
healing requires a mutually caring relationship grounded in respect for the in-
trinsic value of nature, and that such a relationship is essential for ecological

well-being and sustainable life.

Key words: Process Theology, Tao, Ecological crisis, John B, Cobb, Tao-Te
Ching, Simplicity Ch’l
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