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* ABSTRACT -

Nature as a Relational and Active Subject - Nature in the Old Testament

Zion Park(Research professor, Hanshin University)

This study aims to reconstruct the Old Testament’s understanding of nature not
as a traditional passive object but as an active and relational subject. Hebrew pos-
sesses no single term corresponding to the modern notion of ‘nature, and crea-
tion itself appears as a multilayered concept encompassed by various verbs such
as X172 ,;qwy, and 7%, This linguistic and conceptual structure suggests that nature
should be understood not as a mere backdrop but within the reciprocal relation-
ship among God, humanity, and the world, Human beings display an ambivalent
posture, simultaneously dependent on nature and fearful of it. Nature both sup-
ports and threatens human life, while also possessing its own vulnerability, The
sabbatical-year regulations in Ex 23 and Lev 25 demonstrate that nature is an act-
ing subject requiring ‘rest,” and the prophetic books emphasize an ethical correla-
tion in which human sin directly results in the devastation of nature.
Furthermore, nature is shown to be more than a created object; it functions as a
theological agent endowed with emotion, response, and will. Accordingly, the
Old Testament presents the relationship among God, humanity, and nature not as
a separated or hierarchical structure but as an ontology woven through mutuality,

continuity, and relationality,

Key words: Nature, Creation, Relationality, Ambivalence, Being-with
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2) Max Horkheimer/ Theodor W. Adorno, Dialektik der Aufklirung. Philosophische
Fragmente, Festschrift Friedrich Pollock zum 50, Geburtstag (Amsterdam: Querido
Verlag, 1947).

3) Lynn White Jr., “The Historical Roots of Our Ecologic Crisis”, Science 155 (1967):
1203-1207; Christof Hardmeier/ Konrad Ott, “Biblische Schopfungstheologie”, in
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(Stuttgart: J.B, Metzler, 2016), 183-189< ZZ3}2}
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4) Manfred Weippert, “Tier und Mensch in einer menschenarmen Welt: Zum sog.
dominium terrae in Genesis 17, in: Hans-Peter Mathys(ed.), Ebenbild Gottes -
Herrscher iiber die Welt: Studien zu Wiirde und Aufirag des Menschen (Neukirchen-
Vluyn: Neukirchener-Verlag, 1998), 55.

5) WiE%, “shbdel B4 gel BX(F 1:2628) - Azl BT Tl i A)
T Al 49(2017), 61-83; Hermann-Josef Stipp, “Dominium terrae, Die
Herrschaft des Menschen iiber die Tiere in Gen 1,26.28”, in: Alttestamentliche
Studien: Arbeiten zu Priesterschrift, deuteronomistischem Geschichtswerk und
Prophetie, BZAW 442 (Berlin: De Gruyter, 2013), 53-94; Jakob Wohle,
“Dominium terrae, Exegetische und religionsgeschichtliche Uberlegungen zum
Herrschaftsauftrag in Gen 1,26-28", ZAW 121 (2009), 183.
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7) oldl disl @eh FR-A(Melanie Kohlmoos)© “w31g Agolgkal H|wsit),
Melanie Kohlmoos, “Naiver Glaube? Schopfungstheologie in ihrem altor-
ientalischen und alttestamentlichen Kontext”, in: Markus Kleinert/Heiko Schulz,
Natur, Religion, Wissenschaft: Beitrige zur Religionsphilosophie Hermann Deusers
(Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2017), 3-24.
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2002).
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Boda/ Dalit Rom-Shiloni(ed.), Crossing borders between the domestic and the wild:
space, fauna, and flora (London: T&T Clark, 2024)% Az

12) Bloomsburyoll]  Z&3#  Earth Bible Commentar Al2]2E  Zusle)
https://www . bloomsbury.com/us/series/earth-bible-commentary/

13) Karl Barth, Die kirchliche Dogmatik IlI-1. Die Lehre von der Schopfung
(Zollikon-Ziirich: Evangelischer Verlag, 1957), 103, 258.
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14) Gerhard von Rad, “Das theologische Problem des alttestamentlichen
Schopfungsglaubens”, in: Gerhard von Rad, Gesammelte Studien zum Alten
Testament, Theologischer Biicherei 8 (Miinchen: Kaiser, 1958), 136-147,

15) Bernd Janowski, “Das Doppelgesicht der Zeit: Alttestamentliche Variationen zum

Thema ‘Mythos und Geschichte”, in: M. Grohmann/Y. Zakovitch (ed.), Jewish

and Christian Approaches to Psalms (Freiburg: Herder, 2009), 113-133.
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17) Odil Hannes Steck, Welt und Umwelt (Stuttgart: Kohlhammer, 1978), 116-122,

18) Odil Hannes Steck, “Zwanzig Thesen als alttestamentlicher Beitrag zum Thema:
Die jldisch-christliche Lehre von der Schopfung in Beziehung zu Wissenschaft
und Technik”, Kerygma und Dogma, 23 (1977), 283,

19) Othmar Keel/Silvia Schroer, Schiopfung: Biblische Theologien im Kontext altor-
ientalischer Religionen (GOttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2002), 237.

20) ZPARE, Teke] A olals (Me: a3, 2005), 40, FARES BRAIRL Shut
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