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* ABSTRACT -

An Ethical Dialogue of Levinas and Barclay:
Face and Gift as the Grounds of Responsibility and Hospitality

Grauduate Student, Lee, Hwonkyun (Soongsil University)
Associate Prof., Seong, Shinhyung (Soongsil University)

This paper explors the potential for structural resonance between Emmanuel
Levinas ethics of the Other and John M.G. Barclay’s understanding of grace.
Levinas critiques the Western philosophical tradition of totality, arguing that the
face of the Other summons the self to responsibility prior to freedom and cogni-
tion, thereby establishing the priority of ethics over ontology. For Levinas, re-
sponsibility is asymmetrical, arising not from reciprocity or merit but from the
very epiphany of the face, Barcley, in turn, reexamines Paul’s concept of grace ( X
40 ¢ ¢) against the backdrop of ancient Mediterranean gift culture, demonstrating
that the divine gift in Christ is an “incongruous gift” given without regard to the
worth or merit of the recipient. This incongruous grace extends beyond in-
dividual salvation to become the constitutive principle of a new community that
dismantles hierarchies of lineage, status, and gender. This paper argues that the
priority of the Other in Levinas and the priority of the gift in Barclay converge in
pointing toward a relational horizon that transcends anthropocentric value
systems. Building on this dialogue, the paper explores the Christian social ethical
possibility of restoring the Christian community — amid the fragmentation of rela-
tionships in contemporary society — as a community of hospitality grounded not

in worthiness but in grace.

Key words: Levinas, the Face of the Other, Responsibility, Barclay,
Incongruous Gift(Grace), Hospitality, Christian Community,
Christian Social Ethics
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