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* ABSTRACT -

A Theological Evaluation of ‘Suicide’ in the Old Testament

with a Diachronic Consideration

Assistant Prof., Lee, Keung Jae (Mokwon University)

This study reexamines the traditional perception of the Korean church, which
has condemned “suicide” within a doctrinal framework, from the perspective of
Old Testament studies, against the backdrop of Korean society, characterized by
a rapidly rising suicide rate, To this end, the study conducts a diachronic exami-
nation ranging from ancient Near Eastern cultures to Greek philosophy, Judaism,
and early Christianity, as well as Emile Durkheim'’s sociological perspective, and
analyzes six cases of suicide in the Old Testament through exegetical work.

Through this analysis, it was confirmed that the Old Testament objectively nar-
rates incidents of suicide without using a specific term to refer to it, treating it not
as a mere moral failure but as a “social death” resulting from a loss of identity and
as a “meaningful event,” In particular, the fact that most of those who ended their
lives by suicide were still laid to rest “with their ancestors” as members of their
kinship community confirms that their suicides were not viewed negatively.
Ultimately, the modern church’s condemnation of suicide is likely a product of

church history established after Augustine.

Key words: Suicide, Identity, Good Death, Bad Death, Social Death, Emile
Durkheim
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‘zu den Vitern', Zur Tradition der alttestamentlichen Sterbenotizen,” in Tod und

Jenseits im Alten Israel und in seiner Umwelt theologische, religionsgeschichtliche,
archiiologische und ikonograpische Aspekte (Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2009), 1392]
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27) Karel van der Toorn, “Ein verborgenes Erbe. Totenkult im frithen Israel,’
Theologischen Quartalschrift 177(1997), 108, B3} Annette Kriiger, “Auf dem Weg
‘zu den Vitern', Zur Tradition der alttestamentlicben Sterbenotizen,” 139 ©|2]3k
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Lothar Perlitt, “Der Tod im Alten Testament,” in Allein mit dem Wort. Theologische
Studien. Zum 65. Geburtstag herausgegeben von Hermann Spieckermann (Gottingen:
Vandenhoek & Ruprecht, 1995), 209-210.

29) TRI(SHE 2:10), S22 11:43), A2 HSY 14 14:20), 23 HIKDT 14:3),

ook 15:8) T F 23789 & F53 Ao AREAU,
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30) Jan Christian Gertz, “Das Zerschneiden des Bandes zwischen den Lebenden und
den Toten in der deuteronomisch-deuteronomistischen Literatur,” in Tod und
Jenseits im Alten Israel und in seiner Umwelt theologische, religionsgeschichtliche,
archdologische und ikonograpische Aspekte (Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2009),
561-562% o] £H Lol ‘mw'ehs dlHejo] ©olS ARSeHA] o2 o] f= 1
= Wk ARREEIGEE D S BiAlSkaL YHWH A19e] &E A7) e
A7) drpteel B Ak olwgta Fsiiinh

31) Klaas Spronk, “Good death and bad death in ancient Israel according to biblical
lore,” Social Science & Medicine 58(2004), 989-992. T/} AAG ‘F& F5& o3t
HEAQ A& 1754744 A, ohf} Alert £31 whllel Zof] RIE T o]kt
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33) Martin Leuenberger, “Das Problem des vorzeitigen Todes in der israelitischen
Religions- und Theologiegeschichte,” in Tod und Jenseits im Alten Israel und in
seiner Umwelt theologische, religionsgeschichtliche, archdologische und ikonograpische
Aspekte (Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2009), 153-156.

34) 1Y} Christian Frevel, “Dann wér ich nicht mehr da, Der Todeswunsch Tjobs
als Element der Klagerhetorik,” in Tod und Jenseits im Alten Israel und in seiner
Umwelt theologische, religionsgeschichtliche, archdologische und ikonograpische
Aspekte (Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2009), 39. ©]¢]ol|%= Marvin H. Pope, Job:
Introduction, Translation, and Commentar (Garden City: Doubleday 1973%), 62,
David J. A, Clines, Job 1-20, 34 4 T87] 1-20; (A& &2, 20006), 327
18] 3L Jiirgen Ebach, Streiten mit Gott. Hiob, Teil 1: Hiob 1-20 (Neukirchen-Viuyn:



SAA I} oA Aul ok & AR of it Alsk g7t | oS 403

e okl BAoA] AFL AsHal shE 2EA WA= &
A efmjo] A& AHske SHE slEefo] fo7t EAlSHA] =

B oIt B S EE SEUE Sehe ey ey B

fu

|
'~
e

%

::

::
2
i)
o
3
%
e
1o,
~
e
.
i
offt
:Cé:
o
re
ol
ol
i
)
R
[-'E!
o
k)
k1

Tt Het, shbe] AR EoflA] QIZte] Bloldhe thFe S50
el F SpETE A2Eta IS 7FeAdol Atk &, ARk el =
o] w2 shiz AR o= 7|%stn

ol# gk WA Feke] Apde ATE i3 el ﬂEﬂ &](Jan
Dietrich) |t} 1% (At 2%2 E3Heh 7o Z}“ AE ok 4
W, AR el A e S F ok 2 dAdle] FAA AlAdelA
Holu}, shte] ‘o] gl ARA(Sinngeschichten)30) 0 2 HlgHE: A& A
QkslsAtt. 1] Wlol mam, Agk Zijle] Argh Y& FAIE @
23] AAsiA Aote F3E AFH ol oA Q] Pl mrt s Aol
oz}, £5H4 T2]aL ARS|A Wil vlekiolof gtk Aot o]

5ol 2 A 73S vy o] AA Al 7 frPoR BRI

rr‘ Flr-l

__'

Neukirchener Verlag, 2007%), 162-1633} 22 B FHAEL o|23l B4 1%~
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35) Ernest Klein, 4 Comprehensive Etymological Dictionary of the Hebrew Language
(Jerusalem: The University of Haifa, 1987), 1.174°14] &R1& 4= sl&= AAH, o)
’5‘15301011 = At/ Eieitt S Sseke TA obl=(on) 9 O]EJ’]'OH(Hltpdel)
Fehe] AFRI awnny 7t ALSIFE, o WA FE masnm e AR S onigict
36) Jan Dietrich, “Der Tod von eigener Hand im Alten Testament und Alten Orient.
Eskapistische, aggressive und oblative Selbsttdtungen,” in Tod und Jenseits im Alten
Israel und in seiner Umwelt theologische, religionsgeschichtliche, archdologische und
ikonograpische Aspekte (Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2009), 177-178.
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37) oldl #FAE 9o =&, 1781945 F=slek

38) Jean Baechler, Tod durch eigene Hand. Eine wissenschaftliche Untersuchung iiber
den Selbstmord (Frankfurt am Main: Ullstein, 1981), 61& ©|u] o|2]3F ojn]e] z}ilo]
Biejo] o] AL

39) ©]¢} @2] Arthur J. Droge, “Suicide,” 228+ U] o]xgjdofA] a2 o349l
P72 o 4 vk FASIATE “-- their suicides are scarcely commented on,
leading one to conclude that in ancient Israel the act of suicide was regarded
as something natural and perhaps heroic.”
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295, Robert Alter, The David Story. A Translation with Commentary of 1 and 2 Samuel
(New York: W.W. Norton, 1999), 197-198 Z12]3L Pamela Tamarkin Reis, “Killing
the messenger. David’s policy or politics?,” Journal for the Study of the Old
Testament 31(2006), 167-168.177% #Fud 4= 9tk

41) %’M =1, 170-171904 “BAIA elAy T} FAl S & ARk SAES @]lg

@ YA G e DT A} A AR 2R RO, EAE ol

Pgo] AP ol 24E %= W ASEE BAF Feielth

ek

P



406 V1S uAREEE AlesF

WO 17519 PR A4 e
Q) AP <lolE B3] AN AHgHgITke Rolth ) ek okl
A G AR 17 9ol MR AFE71e] HEeE lp)E shetehe

-

=
ME
oR
e
e
X
N
N
%0
[o
=2,
k1
~
o
o,
=
ol
tlo
=3
ral
o
>
>
=
b
=
U >
5 -
=
AV

T80 2 “finishing off’, & Fa= Zoldvta FslTh
A F S BN ALg 99 A Bo)E BA1E 5 9k g
w7 k2 EAIRlE0] oA A 21 BEY A3 5

]
A, A 28] SARQ] FAIE FeA] 271 flaii] ARdEtks Aol

ol

P
%
T
pak
o
g
_0|L
=

poau)
o
N
3T
2,
=
o
)
M
2,
i
%
N
>
o
rlo
£
1o,
fitl
ok
au
fr
=
Iy
£
10,
=(‘>L_v‘
1%

2& A% olv] dm gIlov], 98l BeA AlREe] $HYY NG
nES S Wil ohjel, Shid g Rastelt SR w] e

= -—=
A 7] vl Abee] Ak A4l A e Ad Ado = F

43) Shimon Bar-Efrat, “The Death of King Saul: Suicide or Murder?. Diachronic and
Synchronic Interpretations of ISam 31-11Sam 1,” in David und Saul im Widerstreit
— Diachronie und Synchronie im Wettstreit. Beitrige zur Auslegung des ersten
Samuelbuches (Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2004), 275-277: “That nnin
does not mean ‘to kill' but ‘to finish off(275)".

44) Jan Dietrich, Der Tod von eigener Hand Studien zum Suizid im Alten Testament, 73
dzjo] 4RI AR ofF, gielo] BrtEl e e, Ao} dlHele e @]
5 a2l ofe] 279 Eye] on|e WAt AHS BEA AR
AAQ BHE AFsiT

45) John Mauchline, I and 2 Samuel (London: Oliphants, 1971), 1979] F4AE Al2-<]
o2 ofgd Andef ofgh A, Q1= W2 il A AT B
AlFe] BHelA PEMFR AT = QAN E Agelxe 2] AR B AR
9} 2o 4 glo] BE AlE AFE AostaA}t dth H]a, Yael Shemesh,
“Suicide in the Bible,” Jewish Bible Quarterly 37(2009), 167, B|F 2,
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40) Zep] o, f=de] 13 (AR v, (& g7 AR, 1999),
384-380.

47) Y3 James T. Clemons, What Does the Bible Say About Suicide?, 29-32; Yael
Shemesh, “Suicide in the Bible,” 167,

48) o|Z 5 Thomas R, Preston, “The Heroism of Saul, Patterns of Meaning in
the Narrative of The Early Kingship,” Journal for the Study of the Old Testament
7(1982), 37-38. 32, “ARRREAle] gk A48 2 A=t 38(2010),
21-22% AR 9 19 A ofEe] Fm(ME 31:6) 7HEo] e A2 Alg
Aol gk yrwHS Algte] wdE vk g8k

49) Jan Dietrich, Der Tod von eigener Hand Studien zum Suizid im Alten Testament, 67.
T8y Ulrich Berges, Die Verwerfung Sauls. Eine thematische Untersuchung.
(Wiirzburg: Echter, 1989), 255-258%} Jacob L. Wright, “Making a Name for
Oneself, Martial Valor, Heroic Death, and Procreation in the Hebrew Bible,”
Journal for the Study of the Old Testament 36(2011), 149-1503% 12| A& oJ-8-4
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50) Fritz Stolz, Das erste und zweite Buch Samuel (Ziirich: Theologischer Verlag, 1981),
262,

51) H]al Hans Joachim Stoebe, Das erste Buch Samuelis. Mit einer Zeittafel von Alfred
Jepsen (Giitersloh: Giitersloher Verlagshaus, 1994), 389-390%} Fritz Stolz, Das erste
und zweite Buch Samuel, 262-203.

52) Marvin H, Pope, Job, 625 o}s]=de] zlatto] ek 1 4% ojn|o] fAd3t a1t
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5) dl& €9, Henry Preserved Smith, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the
Books of Samuel (Edinburgh: T, & T. Clark, 19519, 3559l &Jaq Fg= At} :
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