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London: Routledge, 1994, p. 148
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3) Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Displacement and the Discourse of Woman, Mark Krupnick ed.,
Displacement: Derrida and After, Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1983, p. 186.
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9) Alison Landberg, Prosthetic Memory: The Transformation of American Remembrance in the Age
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10) ibid., p. 11.
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12) Etinne Balibar, 'The Nation Form: History and Ideology', Etienne Balibar and Immanuel
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University Press, 1996, p. 5.
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Abstract

Nation/ Cinema: nation, time, and sexual difference in the Korean

New Wave and Korean Blockbuster periods

Kim, Sun-Ah

This essay is for the re-vision of 'nation' and 'cinema’ in Korean films. This essay
examines that what and how Korean Cinema constructs and imagines the nation,
and reveals the links between them is based on sexual difference.

. Film Scholars in Korea have mostly treated sexual difference as a secondary
concern. Probably most priority is given to nation over gender when the two
subjects are addressed. It is two periods that this essay considers; one is the Korean
New Wave, from the 80's to the mid-90', in which Korean cinema seems to have
the strong impulse towards social change, and the other is the Korean
Blockbuster, from 1997 until now, which has common characteristics of
Hollywood blockbusters- high budget, high concept, and an appeal to universal
'humane affect’ and so forth. Considering films in given two periods, sexual
difference penetrates and constructs the nation. To put it another way, sexual
difference is a fundamental structure for establishing the Korean nation. In return,
the nation is a discourse maintained and managed by gender. One could not and

must not separate the dynamics of these discourses when considering of nation.
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Five film texts representative of two periods, <Gilsodom >(Im Kwon-Taek,
1985), <To the Starry Island>(Park Kwang-Soo, 1993), <A Petal>(Jang
Seon-Woo, 1996), <A Peppermint Candy>(Lee Chang-Dong, 2001),
<Taegukgi>(Kang Jae-Kyu, 2005), represent the gendered nationality and
draw the historical constellations on the boundaries of transnational/national,
global/local, state/nation, people/gender through a technology of memory called
cinema. In those films, women's cinematic-national time appears on a structure of
mise-en-abyme, comparing with men's petrified past time to delay narratives for
constructing its own nation spectacle.

This essay constructs the dispositif of film discourses around nation, sexual
difference, and cinematic time and contextualizes the national images and
narratives in question. As a result, this essay argues that national discourse is

complicit with a patrillineal society and kinship.

Key Words

nation, state, memory, past, time, sexual difference, mise-en-abyme, globalization,

technology, spectacle, modernization
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