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Development of Modern Historic Discourse
and Novelistic Acceptance

- Focusing on the historic and biographic novels and six-pence pop novels

Lee Seung-Yun

In this study, the development of diverse historic discourses and novelistic
acceptance ranging from a modern enlightenment period to the 1910s were
reviewed. In many cases, historic discourse is produced in collusion or alliance
with complicated ideologies including nationalism, and sometimes works as
a crucial political weapon.

The literary approach through diverse discourses is not to identify fixed
features of a style called a novel. This study is mainly focused on analyzing
historic and social spaces where everything including the intention and
strategies of an producer who produces a novel, and the distribution and
consumption of the novel is positioned. It is to review diverse points and
contexts where Korean modern historical novels are placed while
repositioning discussions over historical novels, which have been concentrated
on a specific period, in the context of the literary context.

The historic and biographic novels were a product of the intention of
pursing the unification of nations and the establishment of a homogeneous
nation by recovering national memories after calling national heroes of the
past modern enlightenment period. That is, the most ideal type of discourse
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that the authors of those historic and biographic novels introduced in
structuralizing their political orientation and view of world was historic and
biographic novels.

Likewise historic and biographic novels were thoroughly the product of
the modern enlightenment period, yet their literary form is inheriting that
of Jeon-typed (biographic) literature or novels of military story. Such a
descriptive method of historic and biographic novels is repeated also in
old-styled-novels(the type of DDack-JI) in the 1910s and the 1920s.
However, it is hard to assert that the formal similarity is a sure proof of
the continuance of historic and biographic novels and old-style-novels.

Both historic and biographic novels of the modern enlightenment period
and old- styled-novels of the period were all superficially the literary form
borrowing history, yet, the way of approach should be totally different. In
other words, historic and biographic novels were written to express the
national spirit by borrowing history at the time of the crisis of the extinction
of a ‘nation’ in common, whereas old-style-novels of the same period utilized
the form of the previous period and history as a medium of approaching
the public more easily with commercial intention.

Finally, the increase of such an interest in history and the expansion of
reader groups, old novels with historic materials created a foundation that
modern historical novels could be prosperous. At the time when
old-style-novels declined, ‘the history of Choseon historical novel’ began to
be established. Then, the organizational historical novel restoration
movement started to be developed and historical novel were substantially
produced and distributed. From the early 1910s to the mid 1920s, the role
of old novels with old-style-novels that functioned as a significant medium
of the historic consumption by the public seemed to be transferred to
Ya-Dam.
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historical novel, historic and biographic novels, Old-style-novels(the type of DDACK-JI),
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E=EL 2006 49 79 FauHo] 5¢ 289 A4 98 & 6€ 59 AA

* 9
=EEEES

160 WFAAIRIF AT



