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Popular Genres

Romance CheatSystems Fantasy Sci-fi LitRPG Cultivation Comedy

Almighty Sword Gate of Revelation
Domain

4) “fictional stories featuring magic, demons, ghosts, immortals, and a great
deal of Chinese folklore/mythology. Protagonists (usually) attempt to
cultivate to Immortality, seeking eternal life and the pinnacle of strength.
Heavily inspired by Daoism.” https://www.wuxiaworld.com/page/general-
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Abstract

The Reception and Transformation of Chinese Xianxia in
Korean Web Novels

- Focusing on the Reconfiguration of Neoliberal Narratives

Yu, In-Hyeok(Jeonju University)

This article aims to reconstruct the ways in which Korean web novels have
appropriated xianxia (fillf%¥), an emerging genre in China, and to examine the
formal and thematic inflections that occur in this process. By first identifying how
Chinese xianxia fiction represents capitalist dystopia and then comparing it with
the ways in which Korean xianxia fiction inherits and transforms these narrative
conventions, this study seeks to elucidate the forms of translation that arise when
a genre crosses national borders.

To this end, I first identify four major narrative conventions of Chinese xianxia
fiction. First, xianxia narratives primarily center on the stories of young people
without capital who achieve dramatic reversals of fortune. Second, the system of
cultivation (f&£3) in xianxia is highly systematized, and this system drives a
developmental narrative in which protagonists progress through a series of
successive stages. Third, the cultivation and growth of practitioners take place
within a harsh system of competition. Fourth, protagonists in xianxia typically
assume the form of self-interested individuals who devote themselves to personal
growth and competition. These characteristics are interpreted as a dystopian
representation of the neoliberal world.

I then demonstrate that Korean xianxia fiction largely inherits the first three
conventions while transforming the fourth—the figure of the “self-interested
individual”—into an altruistic character type. I further examine how this thematic

transformation affects the genre’s broader thematic orientation. In doing so, I
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demonstrate that Korean xianxia fiction, by modifying certain narrative
conventions of Chinese xianxia, effectively appropriates and reworks its vision of
capitalist dystopia.

This article is significant in that it demonstrates concretely how the form and
content of a narrative genre interact and transform one another when the genre is
translated into new historical and geographical contexts. It also demonstrates that
web novels, as a form of commercial storytelling, constitute a cultural practice
that simultaneously represents the neoliberal world and subverts aspects of that
representation. In this way, the study seeks to broaden the scope of economic and

social approaches to the study of web novels.
(Keywords: Xianxia, Web Novels, Alternative Narrative, Neoliberalism, Dystopia)
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