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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Japanese as Depicted in the Literature
of Joseon Korean in the Last Period of Japanese Imperialism:

Im Sun-Deuk and “A Godmother” (“Nazukeoya,” 1942)

HAM Chung Beom(Hanyang University)
CHOI Ga Hyung(Korea University)

Since the beginning of the new millennium, literary critics have tried to
view Japanese literature in its Korean colony as a dual-language literature, not
pro-Japanese. Im Sun-Deuk is one of the writers focused on in that process.
Among her works, “A Godmother” is especially notable. Most preceding
studies analyzed the writer Im Sun-Deuk as expressing national liberation and
womens liberation under the domination of the Japanese Empire. These
studies have important meaning for those who tore off the “pro-Japan” label
that had been pasted without reservation on the authors of works in the period
of Japan’s violent occupation, especially on authors who wrote in the Japanese
language. Such labeling missed the way that these studies applied a
dichotomous frame of cooperation/resistance to the writers or works from the
period of the violent Japanese occupation. But the issue boils down to this.
The one-sided view established toward Im Sun-Deuk and the fallacy of
applying it so translations were continued steadily in every aspect. There are
many reasons that studies must continue on the question of her supposed
anti-nationalism and the question of whether or not to include her and her
works in the identity of the Korean nation and finally to re-evaluate the
contradictory situation and the dual attitude and resolve it.

Keywords : Im Sun-Deuk, “A Godmother”, Postcolonial, Resistance,

Translation (U<=5, “ti”, &2ul, #J3}, H)
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