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Abstract

Between Invisible Boundaries: Focusing on the Migrant
Experience of Middle- and Older-Aged Women of
Yongsan Red-Light District

Mi-Hae WON (Seoul Resource Center for Young Women)

This study examines the migrant experience of women of the Yongsan red-
light district and its significance through life-history methodology and
long-term participatory observation. First, migration is an event that
transforms one’s whole life and stands between the expulsion from one’s
regular life space and the challenge of a new life. The process of adapting to
the mainstream space in which one’s past or history can be denounced,
includes not only financial problems but those of identity and cultural
conflict, among others, and is supported by the intimacy, communication,
a sense of belonging, and social approval in the relationships with
neighbors, colleagues, and other people. These women’s community brings
forward the need for an alternative in-between space, suggesting that a
genuine empowerment and de-embodiment of boundaries is possible not
through an one-way adaptation or support but through the realization of
mutual exchange.

Keywords: prostitution, other, migration, boundary, stigma, life-history

Mi-Hae WON is head of the Seoul Resource Center for Young Women.
She has carried out various sorts of research and activities such as studies on
prostitution, lectures on woman’s studies, and policies for women. She has
also worked with the Korean Woman's Institute at Ewha Womans University,
The Magdalene House, a facility for supporting female victims of abuse,
and the Seoul Metropolitan Government, Women and Family Policy

270



o] o= AN

Division, and more. She has published around 10 volumes of books
including Lecture on Sexuality and 15 papers including “Study on the
Actual Health Conditions of Female Teenage Runaways.”
wonmh@seoul.go.kr

Received: 30 April 2014
Reviewed: 16 May 2014
Accepted: 28 June 2014

27



