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Outsider! Trespasser! You have no right to this subject! ---
I know nobody ever arrested me. Nor are they ever likely to.
Poacher! Pirate! We reject your authority. We know you, with
your foreign language wrapped around you like a flag:
speaking about us in your forked tongue, what can you tell
but lies? I reply with more questions: is history to be
considered the property of the participants solely? In what
courts are such claims staked, what boundary commissions

map out the territories? Can only the dead speak? (21-22)
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What's a doctor, after all? - a legitimized voyeur, a stranger
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ABSTRACT

Forced Shamelessness and Shame in the Diaspora:

Violence of Dominant Discourse in Salman Rushdie’s Shame

Sung, Junghye
(Ewha Womans University)

This thesis aims at analyzing the two main characters in Shame
to see how postcolonial diaspora’s hybridity is re-translated even
though these two characters’ hybridity is repressed in the
discourse that seeks a homogeneous society. Based on the
experiences of dislocation or movement, the diaspora crosses
over geographical and cultural borders, so it naturally produces
hybridity or heterogeneity. Dominant ideology tries to hide the
diaspora’s hybridity in order to keep its culture pure or
homeogenous, which is imaginary and artificial. Contrary to the
belief of dominant discourse that the diaspora’s hybridity can be
contained in the realm of the borderline, the hybridity may
reveal its presence. This paper first tries to figure out the process
of translation and the incompatibility of translation related to the
diaspora’s hybridity in the postcolonial era, Then, it thoroughly
analyzes the two main characters in the novel to capture the
moment when the diaspora’s hybridity is controlled or erased by
the dominant discourse and how it emerges from the place

where it is hidden and makes its voice,
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