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Why, then, is there no reality without spectre? Lacan provides a
precise answer to this question: (what we experience as) reality is not
the ‘thing itself’, it is always —already symbolized, constituted,
structured by symbolic mechanisms—and the problem resides in
the fact that symbolization ultimately always fails, that it never
succeeds in fully ‘covering’ the real, that it always involves some
unsettled, unredeemed symbolic debt, This real (the part of reality that
remains non-symbolized) returns in the guise of spectral apparitions,
[...] it represents itself only via its incomplete-failed symbolization,
and spectral apparitions emerge in this very gap that forever

separates reality from the real, (Zizek, Mapping 21, A2} Z+3)
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Abstract

Reading Lord Jim Based on Slavoj Zizel’s
“Fantasy” and “Spectre”

Sunhee JUNG (Ewha Womans University)

This paper examines the imperial ideology represented in Joseph Conrad’s
work, Lord Jim focusing on Slavoj Zizek’s theory of reality as constructed
fantasy, and investigates how Conrad’s Lord Jim discloses the contradiction
of the ideology. The nineteenth-century Western European ideology at the
root of Euro-Centrism and humanism, which Conrad often focused on,
had a significant impact on forming the discourse of imperialism. The
Inconvenient ghosts roaming in Conrad’s Lord Jim, which Zizek defines as
Spectre, are the examples of the most important essence oppressed by
ideology, returning in the guise of spectral apparition. This paper
investigates the main character Jim’s feeling of guilt haunting him
ceaselessly including the narrator Marlow and the compulsory repetitive
action caused by it after jumping from the Patna and abandoning the
passengers. I argue that “One of us” repeated by the narrator Marlow as a
leitmotif represents the society of seaman and British imperialism at the
same time, ironically the people who try to conceal the discrepancy and
contradiction existing in the British imperialist society.

Keywords: ideology, imperialism, spectre, fantasy, Zizek, one of us
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