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Abstract

A study on the niche characteristics and the humanistic meaning
of symbiosis in the folk tales of

“‘Red Bean Porridge Grandmother and Tiger”

Chung, Ku-Sik (Dong-a University, Assistant Professor)

The purpose of this paper is to interpret the story of “Red Bean Porridge
Grandmother and Tiger” from a niche perspective. This story has been discussed
centering on the funny story and the cooperation of the weak. It was interpreted as a
victory of the people against the powerful by setting the tiger as a powerful person and
the grandmother and characters as the weak or the people. This paper does not stay
here, but focuses on how to work together, that is, how to solve problems. This paper
does not stay here, but focuses on how to work together, that is, how to solve problems.
In this process, niche, which means ecological status, was used. Niche is the law of
maintaining species diversity in natural ecosystems, where the principles of niche and
community work. Using this, this paper examined the emergence of a crisis situation,
the aspect of seeking a method for solving problems, and a niche interaction method
centered on the right place and community principle. The problem-solving method
was intensively analyzed through character variation, and through this, the humanistic
meaning of symbiosis was also considered. In the end, this story goes beyond the funny
story of the process of winning the weak in confrontation with the strong, it can be said
to be a story that contains a concrete way of reasonably solving a certain crisis situation

and the true meaning of symbiosis.

Keywords: ‘Red Bean Porridge Grandmother and Tiger', niche, the right place, community,

character variation, symbiosis
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