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Abstract
Life-centrism and Eugenics in the Modern Japanese Women'’s
Movement: Focusing on the Palitics of Sexuality in Seito

Kim, Byeongjin (Ewha Womans University, Research Professor)

Seito(T5 1) represented women who questioned the ideology of the ‘good wife and
wise mother’, which had been strengthened after the Meiji Restoration, as a “new
woman” and led the women’s movement in Japan in the 1910s. After modernization,
Japan strengthened the logic of patriarchy, divided women into wives and prostitutes,
and made women with jobs such as female workers invisible. The female intellectuals
of Seito also showed limitations in internalizing this premise. However, in the abortion
debate, women’ right to self-determination in sexual and reproductive sexuality within
the institution was highlighted, and in the debate on the abortion, the human rights of
women outside the institutional sex as the nucleus were highlighted.

Also, as in the case of Hiratsuka Raicho”s eugenics and Ito Noe’s life-centrism,
scientific thinking at the time influenced the feminist movement. It cannot be
overlooked that this aspect, pointed out as their limitation, was intended to expand the
extension of the women’s movement by securing scientific guarantee and ideological

universality in the context of the time.

Keywords: Seito, Fidelity, Abortion, Abolition of Prostitution, Eugenics, Life—centrism, Itd Noe,
Hiratsuka Raichd
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