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Abstract

The Appropriation of Yeolnyeo in Yeolnyeo Bakssi Gyeyak
Gyeolhondyeon

ChO, Hae-ran (corresponding author, first author, Ewha Womans University, Professor)

Park, Hye-sung (second author, Sunmoon University, lecturer)

Movies with a critical view of the yeolnyeo(%i%, virtuous women who
stayed loyal to her late husband) ideclogy began to appear in the late
1960s. Movies about yeolnyeo kept being produced until the 1980s but
more or less disappeared afterwards. Recently, however, several
K-dramas such as Yeolnyeo Bakssi Gyeyak Gyeolhondyeon (Yeolneyo
Park’s Contract Marriage) and Bame Pineun Kkot (Night Flower) have
dealt with the yeolnyeo motif. Among them, Yeolnyeo Bakssi Gyeyak
Gyeolhondyeon is based on a web novel of the same title which was
published in 2020. The author mentioned that she got the idea for her
novel from Yeolnyeo Hamyang Bakssijeon, an eighteenth century story
about a yeolnyeo who killed herself after her husband’s death. This
paper analyzes how yeolnyeo narrative is appropriated in today’s
Korean web novels and dramas. It examines how these contents treat
the critical viewpoint on yeolnyeo ideology as a fait accompli while
using the yeolnyeo motif as a means to give an impetus to the story's
development and to increase and maintain the dramatic tension of the

story.

Keywords: Yeolnyeo Bakssi Gyeyak Gyeolhondyeon, Yeolnyeo hamyang Bakssi geon(ZIZEbaAHER
&), yeolnyeo, making of fake yeolnyeo, web novel, K-drama, K-contents
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