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Abstract

A Study of Performative Interculturality in Son
Hong-gyu’'s The /slamic Butcher Shop -
Focusing on Scars, Counter-Space, and Repetitive
Performance

Oh, Yun-ho (Ewha Institute for the Humanities, Ewha Womans University,

Associate Professor)

This paper reads Son Hong-gyu's 7he Islamic Butcher Shop (2010)
from the perspective of performative interculturality and analyzes how
the intercultural identity of an orphan boy and a “stepworld” take shape.
Performative interculturality refers to the logic by which intercultural
subjects and communities are constituted retroactively through repeated
practices in which heterogeneous bodies and times meet and diverge
within a particular space. Chapter III examines how scars connect
heterogeneous bodies to one another, as well as the counter-spatial
character of the hillside neighborhood of Itaewon where these bodies
dwell. Chapter IV examines how the characters everyday performances
open fissures in religious, familial, and racial norms, and how these
performances converge in the event of a picnic. It then analyzes how
performative citizenship takes shape and the “stepworld” emerges
through the boy’s final declaration that he will “adopt the world.” This
stepworld is not a product of empathy or understanding; it is a
coexistence of heterogeneous bodies that endure together without ever
fully understanding one another. This reading calls for rereading Korean
multicultural fiction since the 2000s as narratives of a process in which
settled residents and migrants transform one another. Furthermore, by
viewing interculturality as a process of mutual influence and shared

making, this perspective can offer new directions for intercultural
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education and policy.

Keywords: Son Hong-gyu, 7he Islamic Butcher Shop, Performative Interculturality, Entanglement of
Scars, Heterotopia
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