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Hongkyun Kim. (2019). A Study on the Translation of Game Flavor Text :
Game Hearthstone as a Case. This study focuses on the translation aspects of a
specific game text named Flavor text. Advanced game developing techniques and
users’ improved game experience made game users’ to want ‘something more’ in
their game. Flavor text has been created to fulfill the users’ need for something
beyond their gameplay. It is a text which offers its users extra entertainment by
offering more information about the game’s backgrounds (lore) or humor. Unlike
other game texts, which is related with game system or game play, Flavor text
exists separate from game system or game play, providing extra fun to users.
Because Flavor text is separated from game system or game play, it can include
content more freely than other game texts which are bound to their game systems
or game play. Data from Game Hearthstone showed that there are 5 translation
strategies used while translating Flavor text. Those strategies are Addition,

Omission, Modification, Replacement and Literal Translation.

Keywords: game translation, flavor text, game industry, CCG, localization,
transcreation
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Headhunter’s Hatchet | ST: Zuljin's primary recruiting tool.
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ST: Pirates are into this new fad called "Planking’.
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V& oE AR A B A 7S Ale Rt

E 3. 08 7tEe HiE BE A4 B7)
It=r g
Blood ST: Imps are content to hide and viciously taunt everyone nearby.
79| o]g) TT: YZEE wol F91o] 255 ZAshl =shs 39S SxUtt

o S

cf) Flame Inmp ST: Imps like being on fire. They just do.
3} ol TT: YEEL Beh= 2 o) 1 Eolshct

[ 3] QR HiEdl EAE g Fio] fARE AEHEe A A
9 o=x H7hE Aol ¢ Eol AAR 39 g
S} sl ek bt ©es hre] AR AWT ohlel dusE,

Aol ALLHNE we] 5 e fA1E FheSolt ek A9l AE S
A AR AAES Rol shiel 1ES BAele sRelE Wit Al
Zelolo] el WAl

s 2olx glcke Hg AekE o, WA
[e)

=]
454 2 el e e SsE AR o) S olife) d

3.3.2. A (omission)

E 4. BEHoF AR A

k= HAE

H—_—

ST: The terrible thing about lynxes is lynxes are terrible things. Their teeth are

Pringpaw madeomofbitingtheirpawsarenademnofsm’ingﬂ!

A7k 22k
I | st B ol 2okt FHEp) I
Youthful ST: His youthful enthusiasm doesn’t always equal excellence in his brews. Don’t
Brewnaster drink the Mogu Stout!

He gAb | TE 28] WP B e s oo 1 ohutk




[ 415 AR Alsel EAeks HaE F 99t BRad 4nE ATH
= S AR ARSIt A seki] ehanle] ome B
e

PrALS] WF WEE vhA] PRSI W) PR Sl AAE

A
Y
1z
>

EE olsfistr] 918l 7 das AH= obd 5 O‘Tﬂr. 53]
Ada E2 AATS Bl 9= MMORPG Al?] d=
ZE|| shs W Oléi 3 AlYdS olgaliA] 2 HAke] A
% ol F&sh=tl Qo] T oo o] WA TlsAdo] EAlste] MY
27} oEH o7 AJekrES- 7]%‘3 sk EAgh)

WAy o &R K
i)
) rlo

A
R
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e
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é
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£ 5 Y A%/ ¥ 2 Ao AFAE AF7] AT B

7t=ry ETAE
ST: Reserved for enemy spellcasters, evil liches from beyond the grave, and
Silence karaoke nights at the Grim Guzzler.
3= TE: Aualel 72 At Aeket el o o, crela g

o] SRl oHlEA wegiate] R W 8y

ST: There is a high cost to Eviscerating your opponent: It takes a long time
to get blood stains out of leather armor.

Eviscerat .
V;7H ¢ TT: ¥hde] gl 1 oputh 317k U o) SojA 7i3te] sopj7]7h
= B ETR=T Q.
ST AHe really just wants to be your friend, but the constant rejection is
Ioa] Y starting to really get to him
S =

TT 2 94 A7) 1R B, apAn QA Avdalz

[3 5= 9 kel SAlshe 92E 7 57 BAES S (HsH

A zs7] 28] Ak AlE|Solt)l Al HAES] Bl A En¢54 Zol= =
QA BHRelAE 84 T s, ol i AdelME ZATE HA %3

9 9E AY 9AES TSR BAe olst dolh Meisi HYelA
oI Aol ozH R AY HAEA A Ao A A
2ahe BAVL $4F 5 9] ol

7tE 5] HAEs Y U2E9] ‘beyond the grave(THOEFEH Fo}
LBy o] AAlgeEM, AA] T AR FHORRE Sole s
ARREE YAE A Pz AoE = gls Fe] AEd 4 AR
At ElAE e w2 ol 1HAsHA AAE AL itk o] d HliEl] A

AY Selolw BzES] W9 o nZ-AY SfainE o] SYoH HAES Al =- 87
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W Sk Apgos
star 9k k= 29w
3}7] AlZ}eKstarting to really get to him) &2 7o
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1ol gef) M op ol o
571 Slal Ay = ok 7k
QE BAENAE I7F E 3-0| leather armor
delzole a7k | ke Ao
Zhwo] dErth A5 (A7) s Al
HAE el 23 Qo)
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~E

24
E

1=
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ol Bl Ak A A 9Fo] A%

Hoax B A & o
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sHA AA)E A
37 A+

7k 77, thAl Aol wish A

23}

[e3}
N 2

<

H
=4

¢

. 9~ (modification)

A ANE TR F 53

7=

HAE
2 Ea =S

Giggling Tnventor
At Uk

ST "I shall build a mighty golden paladin! And he will GREET the
WORLD!"

TT: " Agt = ARAlE 70N 28]a & APdel TR thE
A 3o

Owerlord's Whip
ozl A

ST: “This merit badge is for cruelty. This one's for whipping. And this one is
for embroidery..."
TT: “o]z1 259 F3AAIRH, o) 2
i

O 0 O 5T =
&5 ¥gh A

e

i

I, o]

Jungle Panther

PR

ST: Stranglethom is a beautiful place to visit, but you wouldn't want to live
there.

T /Mg F)e okgsivtt 5 sol 34 rvh ke 2
W,

o
ofoj
et
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187e] Eelolo] AeE el BEAGA, B,

Ak, B3, %) F AU AY olgAls Agska e tge] ¥1

FAE Fskd Aol 9 ulgel sl Zss B4 BaEs) v)
]

X
jule
(o]
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iy =
lu
-
ol
ol

>
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> WM o
ol

seholn) $EH= A 9AES 54 92Es A9 o &
el Wskeh. Z2Zdie drke] giEd iR 290
G AAEH 75 T MPE nigith Z22ui= Wk dE
B2EE AQdelA Eele] 548 W BE oAb} QP d!(Helloly Eo.= TAH
T UE SHRIER! Anmnoy-o-tron(QPIEE)S o FARbske], A ud
7I's & ‘GREETQIA)E ZdolH HlXEd] dHohfis Waow “AdH Itk
A Sk Al o] 8RS AbolelAE AARE VE F ZElolo] ANEETE
A A (priest) YA EHE]= FHAKThanks) HIAIAZE 34 58 76 5 AY o<
gk wAHI7] wiEell, MARRE QIAKGreet) WAl Al o] &AEo Al ofn] o)<
I ZAKThanks) =, ©]oll 9] paladin(“d7|Ah tiAl AAl(priest) 2 B|~EE
Qg Zlow duEnh giiiFo] AR i HAE e A, d 7k=rt
d Elo] HAA AYe &3]l Fud EAlske thE fRECAl 2t
HHA|E 7Feb ol ARjkete] Zbzke] fulEe] W HuAE dlutFrt Fofst
&7 H(merit badge)’oll W Aoz WAt HAA= alid Aol#3]
T8kl = HAS(cruelty, whipping, embroidery)S 29sk= dial, HS
A olgAEe] A o8 AN LAl H= 1 HEAE dARS Al ZEo
ool Al 0|2 G} WA= AEEE FAHATOZN ‘Hal5olA o 4
A HYE ATsta Qrh Ed B dE "2Ed 543

Stranglethorn(7HAHH& =447]) Hgh ol A= ol g AW, A7)oll= £X4
F(beautiful place to visit, but you wouldn't want to live there)’©] ‘5 F I
T e Sbew FAEAL e, ol dd AYe] Tshs tE Al
Al = 2B AYPZEF o] &3l Al ol &A= A Heolth

CHIEE S A2 JEl wolds AEel FHoluet F48hks o] Rl
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E 7. 5ANA d&9

o F3H4 228 A4

7k=v HAE
ST: Lorewalker Cho archives and shares tales from the land of
Lon ho Pandaria, but his favorite story is the one where Joey and Phoebe go

A7) 2

on a road trip.
TE: A6A)7) Zi= fflole] olop|58 sk 715y,
o= Brlelole] ofsl o] AMES B o= Zo|g=Tte.

Commanding Shout ST: “Shout! Shout! Let it all out!" - Advice to warriors-in-training
Agle] 23 T 3ol 3 4 s2qt b - A 39 5
ST: She promises not to tell anyone about that thing you did last night
Secretkeeper it that
with that one person.
B)e12)7) Wi one 0.

TE: 9ol At ool & 9 Al Wel) ek sh=a,

GE 718 SAol ol45skd e S s Al dase] W s e
E ]

9] B "HAEQ] ‘Joey and Phoebe7} roadtripS U= oJopr] HE2 W=t
oA WPH =&} ‘Friends’E W= skl glom, AeA7] 29| AdHs

A7, lorewalker)?} thH] %o} -1 Eﬂw 012@ a9l
Phoebe”} F7-01%] REE= I+ Y

OH *"*i )‘7‘40}04 HAGo M gk =AEo] e w34 Wi
2 Aol gt f1 84 9%
QB G2E w3k u]ar] 714 ‘Sweetbox’2] “Shout(Let it all out)©]Zte= =
A=, Q= 77t dseiA] S e sl =

AT

AES o 2y

FHEA T A=, A13e)

e agste] «diel Azt A Séﬂ abrels oiEls el

el v

HIs] Al

quo}oﬂq H|™x]7]o] LE el ~E Q]

‘you did last night with that one person’ HE2 ol 738l 948 wjide= 2

HEREAE A5

AR

gron), At Bidlast night)o] At oJFo= WH o

i U 7t At el 3 A4S 2l Tl Know What You Did Last




Summer)’ 2= ol] IS €]} AlEe] FEFS W2 Zow Hltk
3.3.4. tiA(replacement)

£ 8. AY & FA(LH2E)S 7tz & A

Il=x HX E

Farraki Battleaxe ST: Only two things in life are certain: death and axes.
=) AREr | TR W7F Foksl Hele =715iqh

ol Florist ST: Unlike gnomes, dreampetals grow more than 3 feet tall.
' TT: wvkd 3dein] Sdele Ba%Ede] 28 94 o] d7F4AE &9

AR AL | i
=22

Gurubashi Chicken ST: “Ya hold it by da feet, mon. Den ya THROW.”
TR B | TE s 0% ANe A7lols

o AtElEelth =] AFEE7e] di YAE g2 e dd Jk=e] o
EEh 19 s widow wiAwl TSR] vl= A AP GA
HAe] o} 22 HE - (FEh) but in this world nothing can be said to be
certain, except death and taxes™s -t ¢1-&sto] TAEATE HAAR= A2 9
2EO] lgo] EFo] £l lsebA] 2 o les aefste], Ui g
2E] w3l dYAEE adiE FH ofd tE YAER giAsiih wEs
o Hefrte] i "AE EZE 7)7F A2 T2 ed(gnome)d} Y T2
JEo] =& FaL S F(dreampetal)o] 17 UPAES v om AAHIY
g, Mgt 3t defiaEehs widS aviE FE, 9AES el #53
gk 7k 7k tiAlste] WsiSit) RukA] He] i BAEE T 2}
I gxoyo = 5 EE 5] oMIES widem A, MYrks

[ 81 9] o] Hao] Falol o A4 E wiow A A
B
e

o

el mE(go] Tel)E WHOR Fol Bhol HaEd ks
741 (HETIEE )] BAES Q1850 WSk

A Zeoly] Bl=ES] We] B aF-AY ShanE o] ZHon] MAES A2~ 91



F 9. B3t g AYE 7|We g 3 A

7t=w EEa

ST: Also makes a great librarian. She's really good at fixing books!
TT A% 2431 vlek &8 wurt Bz BAE 2 et
A& vk W ek

Booty Bay Bookie

P )

ST: They were the inspiration for the championship Taurenball team: The

Dragonhawks.
TT: A3 ol VA7 ek

Young Dragonhawk
SER

Hex Lord Malacrass
Al T wE e

O~

ST: Extremley awkward cousin of Hex Lord Malaclass.
TL o=& Hol?

[3& 9= =4k & It
gleoltk FEE mHAbe] Qi HAES
‘Book’ H-23} #& #e]sl= APA(librarian) S AZA7)

Atk A= B o35 Fol® w7 tial SR SRl e R &

eh= 43t el ek oAl shAIRE AREA] wkEt /&

7hE Qlgste] HAES fiAlslglnh ofdl &uje] i "

2= Zlo] EAEHA| s Wk Aol HERA] AARY sES vAFER 4
o

X

I s B ol A5, | olEk vEE E vwY A ZE s
s BAAF RN 25 dehs AR TAE] vk MRl ZE A~
x= I S AWATIE Aol offh ddeigie=Al, ue] FHgh ojnA|
5 SHOE ol g dHzl o] ZE A Feints o] “uH|A
2 Jolr, ¥Axe &Ul(Float like a butterfly, and sting like a bee)’S <1-85}o]

R T A i - EEECIC L ENS o PR DO B
2 HFoR AHon), Wrks o8 Ak T Feielse &4 H
ES =93 4971 e AEWIHIA Q713 AR dALE A8 o
Az,



¥ 10. 9 9& 7[Hte g & A

7I=r 2 EN=Y
Demonbolt ST: Or as it’s known in troll, “De bolt, mon.”
ol S| T SRIelE 2

Bwonsamdi, the Dead | ST: Everyone’s dying to meet him
b Bl TT: <A1 VI3D!

Grim Rally ST: There’s no “Aiiiiece” in “Team”
WERPA | TE T Fe Woloh A glow FAT

[ 1012 5Ake] QIEY Wnell gt A28 7|Hke g oiA] W w2l
|5 oajelck Qe W(elal Wy AEUlolA] 2oli= {3 2AES 2
Zrolck, f-aojet ulg- FARgE Fio] Qlony Aojirnt ohel AR, 1
o, A e AzbEel g@avtow AL Qojot AJZFAHSl @ 4T}
PAAA 242 5 ks AtolE Helrh

oln} shat Wxl BT, WSS HAe] YE HAESL BT QojfIR
T grEZo|t) o) sk 54 A9 AYHY 579 shES FdA,
WAL Beit)= il AHEEY] AAE s WdekE A dying to meet him
olgh= Fdo] Al 4 A= oA S vhkar Aojgutt / vh]
A SHUTh E8iA, WSt A2 95dt o] FEQ “There is no I in
team’ A 17} FrAFSE S-S A Axo] Aiecee® IAIAIZ OB Qolf3l S
Tt ek Wzl oleidt <

Z 7 9= A8l o giAshs WA o s Hosiglrh otvl skl g ¢

K
o

ot

>~

.

=

sEE g gkee) A A Jlsed e sht shlsks 23t g A
2 5 e W (OIAY 2yoR s, WEF YA Y HE ®
S A Ahe] A PSR Sl S sk, e okt skl
So o2¢ HE Ut T ABAL 5 U W T T ok, A
glom Ao dAET. et nelt 2 Agol oA, ERrels
Yoz thAlE e et = glont, YR Fheo] ofmet FelA A st
AANZ QAL Lobd 5 YAk T AR F2A F Sz AEAE

A Zeloln] Bl=ES] W] B A F-AY shasE e Feoln] BAES Ald=- 93



271;} Al 3F= Zl(the main purpose of a game is to entertain the user)’©] #|A]%
, Y 2 AY PR AlES flgk MARte] Aol 9o} e WA
2 YRt dvks A gRIs = Slth

o H

E 11, 5A9 A A4S 7oz 3 giA

Fl=r HAE

Jan’alai, the Dragonhawk | ST: You mess with the Bird, you get the Firelord.

Brf o] TT: 2Ej23ES o2 3u) Aot s ks,
Shieldbreaker ST: Can also bleak up fights, relationships, and unions.
ol Ak TT: 7P of 72 ©ixle] ojo] F71gelle B8 Hol=wg.

Halazzi, the Lynx ST: Remenrber, you're only as strong as your weakest lynx.
2k el TT: vk Alef Fom 48-E<1d)

[3E 1112 =2] A A vigo= Al Mo w2jo] ARgH Alglolrh
S ddulole] 9B BIAE= ‘Mess with the Birdo, you get the hurto’2l= ¥
=0 QY W& v R alar glont, HeRk= i 7k=9] Vs HiEe
2 3 HAE S k=t AR 715s Ad tEE T 3HA(SE LSS

o] 3t HAIy = ol& thASItE Wu) fAte] Y YiEE JlE o]F
I} k=l AAE A AAFRS HFe AFDO] break & A OR o
’FE]A] 2= HlEArelationships, unions)S break SH}= FOR o]Fox|= Qo]
3]}, WMYl= o] Shieldbreakertli= 2ol s 2 AJCHE

- $1%, The Darkest Dungeon)®] A|&o= thAl|ste] HASIQIck ~ekiy
sEr|e] YE EAE Hgk ‘A chain is only as strong as its weakest link’Z}=
g0l FFAA link7} lynx(Z=ekAaU)oh 22 -5 A HoEN Y= <o
32 Ao, MRl o) 2ekay 7 ke v AIN(E
T o8 YAYEE)eM 2kay A AYe Vss EXE T )
ZER giAskor




E 12. 549 AY AYL 7oz 3 dA 2 U19He #-EA)

7k=R HrE
Cannon Barrage ST: Why fire your cannons strategically when you can fire them all at once?
ol 3} TT: 3hzllA] eto] Jiaziry
Dead Ringer ST: Shortstop on N'zoth's softball team
FEel duA | T R A A

ST: "I said this looks like a job for me

So everybody just follow me

'Cause we need a little EMP.

'Cause it feels so mechy without me--"
TT: ;Quien es Sombra?

EMP. Operative
EMP Hd 89

ST: One's play-by-play. The other is off-color.
TT: k& 224 03} 19] Z5to] opdun). SRt Slefl K7F o) o5
e Aaet @ 4 ok

Mosh’Ogg Announcer
EELEE 2

[ 121 [E 113} o2 S4je] Al A4E soz @ oA ¥
o] g Alelth tht [E 1]& 9] st galss whgels
AN B A(EEAE AAhe) e Ale dAES A8s, B
A= Ask G WAL gl 1B olgoR tAE AETe R FYH
o} O X3le] WY BIAE Fl5ol|A] EEo] BlERITH = ‘ﬂa]xp: Ak o}

E A BRI (Overwatchy o] SdRNE2] thils oz S1-8ste] Al A
, T /ARl W HAE HA HA HAr R 7ﬂ°1 QH91A] €]
JRIE-S] A} <ol ot Fojr7h whgnt A% v A= Q1-8-ato] thA|gH
™, EMP ]899 MY ElAE <;Quien es Sombra? TEFF QY]] &
2o] bk o Q1gEe] thAlE Soleh m41er AaAte] we e
AR GMiEcks WARE SasEe] BT Taea Sua 4L of
3 7k=9] o] 5(Announce, eAHS wIH O R I [ 11]00A]
AAE ALSRRE olek, Ratel A The o] WSS AHs] S8 AN
MRS T dE7F AY dE B fagzE el ddd g5l e,
N A B ARl ZREolth ffof 2 “i k= WA=
Bt Akl dE yEER WY HAEVE Vs AlEL, BeAE AL
7h =l Rdskar de SR AElo]l Ak g AlYde dA AIRE o]
=dlofshd v Aol & 7 U= ofeldlS AlTTo=A AALe] tE A

_u_IR

o,
£

oN

o Y ol
fr & o
E‘

ot |
°

40 TLW

AY SelolW BzES] W o A SfaiE o] SYoH HEES AHHE- 95



JE Zeolshng fEshs wAoR NN = A AZEET,
AR WSt 719 el e ] Suel Heehd £ sl ol

A o1 gAE Aol
A Ae] AF G

=2 1,

g5 Aoz g welo] Ae) ool

15
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il
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3.3.5. ZY(literal translation)

F 13. A9 At

7h=r EJAE
ST: Trolls can regenerate lost limbs, but this is what they do with the
Grave Horror leftovers.
e A T EEEL IS AT & dFUrh &2 IrEe o
4 wEz
ST: If you hit an Eredar Lord with enough Wisps, it will explode. But
Wisp why?
A TT: Z28 71 SAA ddus 258 s248pd Sk
ZiA s
ST: Just a twist to the left, one quarter tum to the right and - oops!
Toki, Time Tinker Well, we didn’t need that timeline anyway.
ARYo] E7 TT: g%o% ofh Q8o 455wk J2lal., ofvul of,
Mokl ofxpy] A gl AR 2.

g 0] S4E olsfsket Qo] Me AY of

H
S5 ol et gk Meel ek Sl Aol Aol
g Agre] HaE e A EEE AgEe] bl AY olgAse
A % 54 digel i mEAe msw d5te] Al o8t B 1
WA Auolnw WeA: W the $4E JA @i 2w Aejagr).

HAE 7-o Q0 |o] Sl Al & uE AAS F-5-5F

= o 7 A H2o] dirie] A]) o8l
Al Bl Arolmg AR} A|7FdFte] EF) 9} 13- A9 AAS} T



dE F2AREE Sl 1 ave EudeT)=, ARk Al A3
‘gagle] dif-el AbEelAl olsdt Algolu® Atk ¢ At =
AulE g 5ol MeRke] Ao e W AdEe A HAEd BANE #
o 228 U AY o] 8AER Fg glo] olaid ¢ Sl Aellnt 2SIl
o}

oo A3) SlasEe] eE Felol HAEEe) AUSS Fa Zol
ol HlsEe] wel e AwugiT) fEw) Wolio] Aol Holx] gh=
A2 AR, AR} Mol folF Mol B A7k A 4, A}
re o] wao] Ael Mool WS ALEE & ol AlY) Wee] 54

¢}
o] AL FAA(fdelity) 02 AH= A3) Wiele] B3], esET} Al A
Zeolo] AHHoE P 7A o} BAES FHSE )

ARe] Bobd, 018 848 EHo] SAw ofsjshs o] e} glo] A
A ARIE AL A7k R 4, BA) A4L R 3 A W g
So) AFg A5 HMES of L1360 AT Sxje) AAL suow
oAl 9 gae] Had FeeA ASED 9SS AuE Il ol
AQ BhES] QR BAE} o ole] Qlojd B4 wieE @ f
i n)% EaE vgen @ Hasse FAu0) glol, @ SAlA
waylse] Hahoh BAF A AUL AR GRS fASUA AT
= of@7] whE ol

ShassEe] WA B S T B4 BAR AY 2L AT
7] 98l QB BAEES PHE aaE F A SASA olsHdy] o
$ BRES G5 SAE0A 91%d Jlow dEl ddol, Bah A4S ukg
o UrES AFZSUL 53] S5 A A4 Wol et A4S v

gow 3 Fxrk viis] Yepd=t, ol= A ol8AkEe] BE Al gk

Al Zeloln] Bl=ES] W] B aF-AY ‘shasE e Feoln] HAES Ald=- 97
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