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Gahyun Lee (2022), Translation of Swearwords and Shift of Formality in the Korean
Drama “Squid Game.” Korean cultural contents, collectively referred to as
“K-Contents” in Korea, have been drawing growing interest since a Korean drama
titled “'Squid Game” gained immense popularity across the world after its release by the
OTT (over-the-top) media service provider Netflix in September 2021. Subsequently, the
violent and sexually suggestive content of “Squid Game” became a subject of
controversy. While the degree of acceptance toward its violent and sexually suggestive
content differed from country to country, the level of verbal violence and sexual
suggestiveness expressed in the characters’ lines also differed by language, which is an
important factor to consider in the context of translation. This research paper compares
the Korean script of “Squid Game” with its Japanese subtitles with a focus on the use of
swearwords, as well as English subtitles to further identify significant differences, and
analyzes how formality changes in line with the level of profanity. The outcomes of the
comparative analysis indicate that both the Japanese and English translations showed a
higher degree of formality than the original Korean script. However, the analysis of the
actual translation of swearwords in each language revealed that differences in
translation stemmed from the patterns of how such swearwords are used in practice in the
culture associated with each language. (Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, Korea)
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1 oFg} ass(arse), crap, god, damn(goddamn), idiot, punk, dimwit, jerk,
(milder) scumbag, freaking-, coward, hell
B . . .
2 . asshole(arsehole), balls, bitch, shit(bullshit), dumbass
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3 (strong) bastard, dick(head), son of a bitch
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— God damn it. Maybe they’re giving us candied sweet potatoes today.
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