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Sang-Bin Lee (2024). Translation education in the age of AI: Challenges and fiture
directions. This essay explores how undergraduate translation departments should
adjust their educational strategies in response to the rapid growth of artificial
intelligence. It begins by examining how recent technological advancements challenge
foreign language education and reshape the public perception of translation education.
It then critically assesses the current attitudes of translation instructors, who are
struggling to adapt to this evolving educational environment. Finally, the essay proposes
five interrelated strategies for translation educators to survive in the face of Al’s
growing influence. These strategies include fostering “M-shaped” talent rather than the
traditionally sought “I-shaped” and “T-shaped” talent; integrating translation courses
more strategically, rethinking the traditional emphasis on practice-oriented courses;
de-emphasizing translation in the curriculum to redefine the department’s scholarly
identity; and developing expertise in fields outside of translation and interpreting.
(Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, Korea)

Keywords: ChatGPT, Al translation, machine translation, translation education, public
perception of translation
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Not everything that is faced can be changed,
but nothing can be changed until it is faced.
A ghkar aja] 2 Al R A,
T QA o bR wE 5 i,
- James Baldwin -
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Gl
5 52 o Gl on ditke wkAY Hold T (Roser 2022).

Test scores of Al systems on various capabilities relative to human
performance

Within each domain, the initial performance of the Al is set to -100. Human performance is used as a baseline, set to zero.
When the Al’s performance crosses the zero line, it scored more points than humans.

20

Reading comprehension
Image recognition
/ Language understanding
Handwriting recognition
0o ur 7 o

Speech recognition
Predictive reasoning

-100
1998 2005 2010 2015 2020 2023
Data source: Kiela et al. (2023) OurWorldInData.org/artificial-intelligence | CC BY

Note: For each capability, the first year always shows a baseline of ~100, even if better performance was recorded later that year.
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£ FriH= aofshy, vkl o] EAsh=A] EAIHA] eAE FaL WrlE @
tha, Alo] EARth= Foll 7= Ao frefsithzs 4ol divshd 4lo] &4
SHA Stlie AlS o Yok ARMY, 5 &Y S8 A, A
o] A=l A& A ehor Aol "oj|7] molth

AeAsol BaL & =43 718 A Axe e dAekaL tin|ehs
Al Feld Aotk HAAR] Ay et BAXA] S=rhd A vl A,
Rk mAAAY Zgeldke ¢k o E t7kE A& Atk deATol
YR dlEs AUAA skl Qe T dlshs A2 fdsit
SHARE /I eA5o] FAL IH5o] eighite Azbehn ARt AAE A
sk A vs Y st

2. |89 3]y A

A AFASo] el AAE Mol olol] Bt Fulmg 2} A3}
Atk T AR A 7E S TQle A o] vl= ZEARA v g3t Q14
(Al in Hiring and Evaluating Workers: What Americans Think)ol] h=H, w]= A

219] tiok(83%) = Sle 450l APl v A4 gaks Q1dskaL 9l
(Pew Research Center 2023). ©] ZARS] AIF- 8- YL SH|5Th <19 3>

A B g Rl ATl FF 2093 wEAg “Fuigh P& (major
impact) S & Aoz Asl SHAR= 62%20 8] W, QlFAFo] ARl AA}
2ol Foiet Jeks v Aoz At SR 28%0 Eapdnh 5, SHRke]

STt B GRS ARSI, AP AT 5] F47 ojupe

o] 2 A} A= v)AT2] 3]9] A (pessimism-aversion trap)] ¢ THH
& HoFE A e REH: v3e] 3]3] $Pgoldk EeaAdolt 1F Ths A
of & AgelA mTARl AdS doke A, A AuE 4Rt

(Suleyman 2023: 13).3) H]¥9] 3]9] AL] A4 S22 o|glt) YA e+

L |, BEE2A2 Q8 E4 A7) AR A mBAgL 2470
WEkow Wk = glrk 5, of7]olA “§gE olaf= A53] FaEel ddd 5 ok



. Major
s Minor
I 1 No Impact
E—=1 Not sure

501

N
o

w
S

% of U.S. adults

201

10

......
......
-----
.....

Them, personally

, o
I
Workers generally

Groups

38 3. ASX|S0| &= 2047t 0= JEXHHP‘II OXl=
HUGPTZE /g

AR -27) v]EFY] 3y o) whHtHE A AU FAA7E? 7 Vel Al
A A BT, ohlelui Web R THe) e nAA)
29 £3) AZe MeE Froknt Qovt ARl WslE ol 7 of
wlZoltk. 8t Aggdel 71ANS 9 EYsv AT wds Sdst

= 5] e B o] gl Aol e o Wslse] EAIE
2 A Falol wHAles o o)A okt
A SRR oj e} AP WA A vjEE o Ao} gt Ui
mArEo] Hze] deitel AEES FE3) A 9 A, o3 B 3
£ waokal 7] wielth = Algtell AGPTH HlA 55 S8kl 3§

3) Agjyto] W= go]= ot} 1= "The Coming Wave;ollA] B¢ 3]3] A3 “the misguided
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