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Minseo Kim and Sung-Eun Cho (2025). Subtitling and Dubbing of Swearwords in
Game Localization: A case study of Cyberpunk 2077. The rapid expansion of the global
gaming industry necessitates a closer examination of game localization for the Korean
market. The Korean translation of profanity in Cyberpunk 2077 has sparked significant
discussion, particularly concerning the intentional amplification of swearwords. This
study comprehensively explores Valdeon’s (2020) vulgarization hypothesis, which
asserts that translated texts often intensify profanity. By focusing on the subtitling and
dubbing of Cyberpunk 2077, the analysis clearly demonstrates how swearwords are
translated into Korean, with a particular emphasis on instances of intensification and
addition. The research goes beyond textual analysis by incorporating valuable insights
from interviews with localization directors and voice actors, as well as user feedback
from online communities. These findings underscore the linguistic and contextual
complexities involved in translating profanity, addressing a crucial gap in the study of

expletive translation in video games. (Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, Korea)
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[ST]

Kirk: What, he too shy to hand over the eddies hisself? Ah, tell him I don't bite.
Not yet.

[TT]

AL ok, BAeIA £ Felw ® AW £ 34 gL A

rlo

cJA] 1] ST= H]Eofu} S4do] 2rolx] okt Z1efut TTS] 73-- “Ab, tell him

I don’t bite”7} 5552 WAl 72 AP = HeE o H|gou S4Ho] Aj= F7FHE It

“I

don’t bite”= AAFH O ZE HAH uf ‘A= < F, 9t A2 HAFA|TE <A

=Lof =l tiek ket Blies} BlE 2] S AlES ZRY FAIshs A,

Tel5 Azsh B2 R At 7o) ek 9% sefs) S40) F7bE Jlow %

g,

e

<ej|A] 2>
[ST]
V: What, man, never heard of thieves' honor? Finders keepers? I was first.
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[ST]
Sheriff: Ain't buyin’ it. Nomads always stick to their packs.

[TT]
Wekgh AAEA vl S e w2 Zerhdol.
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- (Combat happens) <No commentary>
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<d|A] 5>

[ST]

Jenkins: Before Night City we worked on an assignment in Osaka. Two years of
subterfuge. She spent them digging a trap for me. When she became director of
Spec Ops, that's when she finally shoved me in it. Now she's holding a gun to
my head to make sure I don't try anything. But she won't pull the trigger because
she needs me. I do what she doesn't have the guts to do.
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<d|A] 6>
[ST]
Jackie: Well, you start shootin’, maybe we join in, huh? Before you know it,

somebody might die today.
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<d|A] 7>
[ST]
V: And I don't know you, which means you're worth shit around here and capable

of even less. Well? Anything else?

[TT]
Vi g Zho] o] B, we £o] sk A Uzt AERS AAA,
oA & & glop

AT V7F A1) 22 WA Fulehs AolA Euke }z% = el
3k HlEo] <shit ¥he ARS- AN TTol

tg-ohs A7 2= sk ekt 28] shit Bk o]
‘even less’oll FFEE}e], A-gALL F7hEo] U] Aok RS AM 7} /\}%E] A

<d|A] 8>
[ST]
Padre: So many of the little shits left around here...

[TT]
seel £E opd A7Ee] A3 thirhz,

A7t el o] F vl v Aol A EukE 2 sh=dle] tiAb &
IR ST/] B 2wk w5, Ao E SEel Clittle shits’o] AR AAIRE
TT] 7 ol F U] A8lal = ohd A71E & ARET o714 e
oloprd FRIE 9‘r AU A A7k A FALRE, Aol Al EvE BAEHE B4l
o 7L S VellAl ddab g3 ek PAskaat Prkar B 5 9l
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<d|A] 9>

[ST]

V: Fucking hell... / Jackie: jPinches hijos de la chingada madre! [Fucking sons
of bitches!]

[TT1]
V: oA A At/ A7) ok, o] Aol =

FRIE Vel 1 AFI7F AiEdollA AHEES whed AlolA Wi wie] diab
o}k Vel AQ717F zbell A Wigm Aol St e, B Weld TEghs g
Holl 35390} ST 41 A7]= 2u|9lo] S48 ARgalet], “A%E Al2gh
‘Pinches hijos de la chingada madre’2}= 3% S4do] 2280t} whH TT9] 29 7
A o] s yehdths RS T8l ok 3 Aeake} 7 dwk]l
T S S A3 SRR o & AREE HIEo o] A S Sk

sk o] th3k= F01F Vel Al7)E o= A% Sﬁﬂ Abol7} H S wie] o

s, A7 7he] Ak Sae] B4E ekt 2 5 gl
<d|A] 10>
[ST]

Jenkins: I hate that bitch. I always have.
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<Al 11>

[ST]
Eat and die, you fuckers!
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[ST]

Delamain: Beep beep, motherfucker!
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[ST]
Wherever you go, there’s fucking Arasaka
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<d|A] 14>
[ST]
Woodman: Fuck, what a bitch.

[TT1]
ofo] A, 7 AL d
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