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. Study of Japanese Language in National Theater
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Abstract

Japanese, a Difficult Language

Study of Japanese Language in National Theater

Yi Joo-young "

In a situation where Japanese was forced by Imperial Japan in the late Japanese colonial
period, national plays had to include Japanese on stage in some way. It was very difficult to use this
unfamiliar language on stage when most of the audience did not know Japanese.

Korean creatives emphasized the necessity of learning Japanese by connecting Japanese-
speaking characters with public power, education, capital, etc. and displaying them as a language
of livelihood directly related to the lives of Koreans. Next, the creative team of the national play
thought about effective learning methods for Japanese language education. One way is to create a
situation where Japanese is spoken naturally in everyday life rather than using excessive Japanese
on stage. In addition, it showed that Japanese is not a language of a specific class, but an everyday
language that anyone can use. However, in scenes that evoke death, Japanese functioned as a
language of concealment.

Despite the various efforts of national theater in Japanese, Japanese did not acquire the status
of the first language of Koreans until the end of Japanese colonial rule. This is a failure of imperial
Japan’s language policy and at the same time a failure of the national theater, which failed to fulfill

imperial Japan’s mission despite receiving strong support.

Keywords National Theater, Official Language, Japanese, Late Japanese Colonial Period, Audience
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