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Abstract

The operation of sanitation projects by the the
Gyeongseongbu Sanitation Division during the 1930s

Baek, Seon-Lye | Researcher, National Institute of Korean History

This article first examines the Gyeongseongbu (FUI#Jff) Sanit-
ation Division (ff7E7), the body responsible for implementing
sanitation projects, While the Gyeonggi-do Police Depart-
ment’s Sanitation Division was established in the early 1920s, the
Gyeongseongbu Sanitation Division was created after 1925, Apart
from Gyeongseongbu, only Pyongyang had its own Sanitation
Division in 1939 It is necessary to redefine the role of the Gyeong-
seongbu Sanitation Division considering the existence of a separate
Prefecture Sanitation Division from an early stage.

The Gyeongseongbu Sanitation Division consisted of sanitary
engineers, sanitation technicians, cleaning supervisors, and cleaning
patrols, Cleaning supervisors and patrols accounted for more than
half of the personnel. This was because sewage cleaning, which they
primarily handled, was a major project of the Gyeongseongbu.
Additionally, the chief of the Sanitation Division was mainly a
sanitation engineer, while the chief of the cleaning supervisory
department was mainly a police bureaucrat, This was done to
maintain a balance between sanitation specialists and police
bureaucrats within the sanitation division.

Sanitation projects implemented by the Gyeongseongbu
Sanitation Division included road sprinkling, infectious disease
prevention, sewage cleaning, sanitation testing, cemeteries,
crematoriums, and slaughterhouses. Expenditure distribution
varied depending on the nature of the project. Some projects
had a higher proportion of salary expenses, while others had
higher accommodation expenses. Sewage cleaning and infectious
disease prevention, in particular, often exceeded budgets due to
unpredictable sewage volume and disease occurrences. However,
generally, actual expenditures often did not exceed the budget,
especially worsening after 1940, where a significant portion of the
budget was carried over without being spent.

Methods to reduce expenditure included hiring low-ranking
personnel, delaying vacancies without replenishment, reducing
travel and night shifts to cut labor costs. Additionally, savings were
made on equipment, repair, and miscellaneous expenses, reducing
the cost of improvements and renovations, and extending the period
of use as much as possible. In some respects, the Gyeongseongbu
was able to manage sanitation projects in this way because it was the
Gyeongseongbu. The scale of Gyeongseongbu's expenditures was
by far larger than those of other prefectures.

Analyzing the expenditure settlement of Gyeongseongbu
sanitation projects in the 1930s, before the full-scale mobilization

period, is meaningful in terms of observing the largest sanitation
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projects undertaken in colonial Korea, However, while this article
has examined the sanitation projects of Gyeongseongbu as a “capital,”
it could not delve deeply enough into the aspects where the colonial

nature of Gyeongseongbu as a “colonial” capital becomes apparent.

Keywords Gyeongseongbu Sanitation Division, sanitation projects, sewage cleaning,
infectious disease prevention, expenditure settlement
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(E 1) Z40[|H| (ZAke) (Th2] 2, %)

1927 2,730 1,859 5,376 5,993 617 50.8% 34.6% 14.6%
1932 2,363 1811 462 4,636 5315 679 51.0% 39.1% 10.0%
1934 3,679 554 20 4,252 4,771 519 86.5% 13.0%
1935 3,829 743 17 4,589 5,060 471 83.4% 16.2%
1936 4,031 756 15 4,803 5,059 256 83.9% 15.7%
1937 4,324 516 16 4,856 4,842 -14 89.1% 10.6%
1938 4,217 528 14 4,759 4,934 175 88.6% 11.1%
1939 4,290 666 18 4,975 5,125 150 86.2% 13.4%
1940 4,897 700 16 5613 5,804 191 87.2% 12.5%
1941 4,757 591 14 5,362 6,219 857 88.7% 11.0%

(& 2) ISR (B Lrt) (22 1 2, %)

T e e o on weean | sa gm | ewi

1927 1,641 1,051 3,071 5,762 5,421 =341 28.5% 18.2% 53.3%
1932 2,695 3,074 3,423 17 9,209 9,249 40 29.3% 33.4% 37.2%
1934 2,410 4,220 4,117 14 10,760 12,107 1,347 22.4% 39.2% 38.3%
1935 2,480 5,440 4,402 25 12,348 13,421 1,073 20.1% 44.1% 35.6%
1936 3,174 5,802 4,390 26 13,392 13,683 191 23.7% 43.3% 32.8%
1937 2,754 6,186 4,198 13,169 15,067 1,908 20.9% 47.0% 31.9%
1938 5,089 4,135 30 9,254 10,266 1,012 55.0% 44.7%
1939 4,562 4,926 35 9,623 10,390 867 47.9% 51.7%
1940 5,182 4,839 26 10,047 11,248 1,201 51.6% 48.2%
1941 5,323 6,035 466 11,824 12,643 819 45.0% 51.0%

HaL 1941 el ol] A S H] 28

(H3) IX[H|(ZAteH) (Th2] 1 2, %)

ASH| | LMH| & A S8H| | M|
- (za) (=R = =
384

1927 1,674 1,958

1932 1,744 163 100 164 2,171 2,590 419 80.3% 7.5% 4.6% 7.6%
1934 2,719 358 301 180 3,558 3,683 125 76.4% 10.1% 8.5% 5.1%
1935 2,502 284 197 192 3,174 3,643 469 78.8% 8.9% 6.2% 6.0%
1936 612 3,241 607 138 241 4,838 5,198 360 | 12.6%| 67.0% 12.6% 2.9% 5.0%
1937 626 4,293 428 146 271 5,764 5,768 41 109%| 745% 7.4% 2.5% 4.7%
1938 4,075 484 133 209 4,902 5,443 541 83.1% 9.9% 2.7% 4.3%
1939 6,150 602 234 284 7,270 7,789 519 84.6% 8.3% 3.2% 3.9%
1940 7,164 948 233 430 8,775 9,583 808 81.6% 10.8% 2.7% 4.9%
1941 9,247 1,422 245 445 | 11,359 11,671 312 81.4% 12.5% 2.2% 3.9%
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(4) BRI (M) (E491 21, %)
1927 10,357 10,738 381
1932 821 3,168 5,661 625 10,197 12,651 2,454 8.0% 31.1% 54.5% 6.1%
1934 847 3,601 8,507 1,489 14,487 12,986 -1,501 5.9% 24.9% 58.7% 10.3%
1935 840 3,887 10,662 3,765 19,289 20,668 1,379 4.4% 20.2% 55.3% 19.5%
1936 954 4,443 12,379 2,401 20,255 20,828 573 4.7% 21.9% 61.1% 11.9%
1937 1,224 5,286 15,487 1,974 24,111 24,632 521 5.1% 21.9% 64.2% 8.2%
1938 5,428 20,646 1,783 27,940 29,285 1,345 19.4% 73.9% 6.4%
1939 5,492 28,144 2,961 36,743 37,274 531 14.9% 76.6% 8.1%
1940 6,741 34,121 3,295 44,297 46,929 2,632 15.2% 77.0% 7.4%
1941 8,923 37,021 3,492 49,5687 51,027 1,440 18.0% 74.7% 7.0%

vl 2z )] RS 0.5% e & A2l

(& 5) | (ZkoH) (TH2] 74, %)

. oz xjey .

1927 2,898 9,281 3,098 1,097 16,443 16,694 1561 17.6% 56.4% 18.8% 6.7%
1932 1,426 10,715 3,675 1,166 17,162 17,785 623 8.3% 62.4% 21.4% 6.8%
1934 850 12,249 3,365 1,267 18,018 18,794 776 4.7% 68.0% 18.6% 7.0%
1935 864 12,794 3,697 987 18,369 17,982 -387 4.7% 69.7% 20.1% 5.4%
1936 1615 14,780 4,052 1,191 21,693 20,943 -650 7.0% 68.5% 18.8% 55%
1937 1,644 15,414 4,783 1,380 23,347 23,791 444 7.0% 66.0% 20.5% 5.9%
1938 15,039 4,697 1,292 21,160 22,277 1,117 71.1% 22.2% 6.1%
1939 16,184 6,256 1,831 24,407 24,610 203 66.3% 25.6% 7.5%
1940 18,027 5,427 3,346 26,891 28,364 1,473 67.0% 20.2% 12.4%
1941 21,835 6,675 2,351 31,124 31,988 864 70.2% 21.4% 7.6%

Hlaz 3819 bS5 1% v wko 2 Aje)gh

0] =22 20241 5& 15200 £ &= |0,
2024\ 52 20U E] 6 1027EX| MAMI 20| MAISIZ,
20243 6 15 AL & HEXH 2|QoilM A7t ZHE =2,





