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Although the 10 May elections will not decisively alter the OCI
program in Korea, the period following the elections will naturally
constitute a time during which we must reconsider our functions.
[--] The main enduring part of the OCI program will be our OCI
Information Centers. It seems to me that our primary Job after the
elections, therefore, will be to strengthen our centers. I think our
centers, to remain in operation in the new nationalistic Korea and
to function efficiently therein, must become more like community
centers than they are at present, Our headquarters in Seoul must
not continue to be purely American in make-up, but must bring
in several Koreans as advisors, and perhaps to constitute an
advisory board.

Our Korean help to date has been somewhat spotty. In some
places, such as Pusan and Chonju, we have competent well-
regarded Korean chiefs. In none of the centers, including Seoul,
have we made official contact with such civil and artistic groups
and societies which exist in the area. I suggest we work on this
point. More and more our pictorial displays should include Korean
art work. In planning the displays we should work in conjunction
with local artists and self-styled intellectuals. Perhaps we can
work more closely with schools in publicizing and utilizing our
libraries. If, during the formative months of the now Korean
government, OCI can work extremely closely with Korean
groups, then I would say that however unfriendly toward the
United States the now government becomes, it will be unable for
popular reasons to eliminate OCI from the Korean scene. [-+-] Our
motion picture program, too, must be improved. This will be the
subject of a separate memorandum to Mr. Shier, As soon as the
program improves we will notify the Branch Offices so that steps
can be taken to make full use of the augmented service.

I have long felt that OCI has a definite mission in Korea in

Busick(Acting Director, OCI), Mr. Colgan(Chief of Visual Section,
OCl), Mrs. Croucher, All Branch Managers.
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strengthening or Introducing a civic spirit. I feel strongly that this
will be our greatest post-election opportunity. Please consider this
carefullyand let me have your views. (4559144}, 0] 591 8- 7= &

)

hee 2FolEe] Ao B FH FAHLA
23 B2 (Ralph R, Busick) o] 1948\ 59 6Y A} 3]l
oJct

I heartily concur with your memo of 3 May concerning the
future activities of OCIL. One of our special efforts should be to

make the centers part and parcel of the community life where they

28 Inclosure #13, “Public Relations” “Relations with Koreans”, G-2 271,
pp.86~87.
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are. The center would be an ideal place for public forums such as
Dr. Jaisohn’s, concerts, public meetings for civic projects, and the
like. We could offer them for such purposes and, as you suggest,
possibly make them indispensable to the community. I should like
to see Korean art encouraged; not only the handicrafts, but also
folklore, folk dancing, folk music, for example. At the same time,
we could present samples of our own culture, It is all very well for
Koreans to play occidental music and paint pictures reminiscent
of the western genre, but I suspect that they would do best in a
medium which they themselves have developed.

The development of civic spirit which you mention, offers
an excellent opportunity in various projects; public health and
sanitation, recreation centers such as parks, tree—planting, athletics,
cleanliness, fire-prevention, safety campaigns, etc. In connection
with these, we might consider giving special attention to children
and youth-arousing their interest, It so happens that the US
has done some very fine things in the way of printing children’s
books; in fact, that may be the best thing we ve done in the way of
publications. And the “language barrier” is much less significant
in such books. Perhaps we could install children’s sections in our
libraries and use that as a point of departure for other projects. [-+-]

He could help pave the way for the cultural program of
exchanges of professors, students, and materials which the State
Department undoubtedly will inaugurate. I believe he is in touch

with artistic groups in Seoul already.
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Abstract

Busan USIS and Music Field in Busan during the
Liberation Period

Nam, Young-Hee | Pusan National University

USAFIK OCI focused on public affairs and election promotion
to the 5 - 10 election, but after the transfer to the U.S. Embassy
USIS under the Department of State, the focus of its activities
shifted to cultural and educational projects, Busan USIS is a good
example of this shift. It was established as the first local branch of
USAFIK OCI and achieved monumental achievements, and after
becoming Busan USIS under U.S. Embassy, it was combined with
Busan Musicians’ Association to embody the practice of cultural
strategy. The purpose of this paper is to detail the activities of
the Busan Branch of USAFIK OCI and to identify the impact
of the combination of the Busan USIS under U S, Embassy and
the Busan Musicians’ Association on the growth of the Busan
music society, The combination with the local performing arts
organizations can be seen as a strategy designed to expand support
for the activities of Korean artists and arts organizations in order to
form a close working relationship with Korean, Nevertheless, the
active and intensive engagement between the two sides paved the
way for the professionalization of music, the recognition of music
as an object of appreciation, and the establishment of concerts as
an artistic context, Given that it was a win-win strategy for both
sides, it is difficult to blindly criticize it in terms of cultural policy or
dismiss it as mere propaganda. Based on the US Embassy’s USIS,
multifaceted and continuous research is needed on the mechanisms

and effects of the Americanization phenomenon in Northeast Asia.

Keywords USAFIK OCI, U.S.Embassy USIS, Busan USIS, Busan Musicians’
Association, Music Field in Busan, Cultural Politics, Americanization
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