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The state-sponsored discourse of the middle class play
an important role in the PRC. It is designed to encourage
consumption and hard work . It is intended to be inclusive, drawing
attention away from the extremes of inequality and potential class

conﬂict,41
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Abstract

Middle-class Desires and the Times Revealed in the
First-generation K-drama <What is Love>

Han, Seung-Woo | The Chung-Ang University of Korea

{What Is Love) that displays the eating habits, tastes,
educational orientation, and language usage of middle-class
families, and makes viewers seriously think about the dignity and
culture of the middle class. This drama, which explores the customs
of Korean society, unexpectedly received a great response in China.
This is because China shared a similar middle-class discourse as
Korea, although the national and cultural identities were different.
Just like Korean viewers, Chinese viewers were also drawn to the
desire for middle-classness shown in the drama and responded to
{What Is Love), Similar social situations and desires in two different
countries resonated through a single drama, and unexpectedly, it
was able to lead to a great response called the Korean Wave. The
first Korean drama, {(What is Love), demonstrated that the virtue
of K-drama which appeals to people around the world, is to convey
honest expressions and criticisms of contemporary desires in the

most Korean way,

Keywords Korean Wave, Hallyu, K-Drama, What is Love, Middle Class Discourse,
Current Affairs
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